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~V/tf j?^* or Eft file of Abi Jaaphar^ 
*r to k found in an Hebrew V«r- 
iion ^according to the account of tht 
BjLatifte Tranflator* W.Mofes'Narbonen- 
iis, a learned few, bath writ Commentaries 
'upon it. The Author, to wit , Abi Jaaphar, 
Mwed contemporary with Averroes, who died 
' kbout the year of the Chrifiian account^ i ipS. 
I So thai the antiquity ofthit Relation is Abe lit 
v'Mve hundred years old. Since the Ldtine 
yyerfion of it came abroad ( which was in tht 
;Jw, 1671.) it is translated into tJut'tfj 
Mome con fider able time ago : after it came in* 
||j(0 my hands , and that I perujed it \ I found a, 
'^fcreat freedom in mind to put it into Engltjh 
&or a more general fervice , as believing it 
^^tight be profitable untd many $ bat my par*' 
iculdr motives which enpavednii hereunto 
>as y that I found fome good things in it^which 
^erc both very f avowry and refreptn^uhtt 
'e': and indeed there are fome [enten^sm 
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it tha^t I highly approve y as where he faith, 
Preach not thou the fweet favour of a 
thing thou haft not tafted 5 and again where 
he faith , In the riling of the Sun is that 
which maketh, that thou haft not need of 
Saturn. Al[o,he (howeth excellently how far 
the knowledge of a man,who(e eyes are f pi- 
rtUullf opened , differ eth from that know- 
ledge that men acquire fimply by hear- fay, 
or reading : and what he f peaks of a degree of 
knowledge attainable, that is not by premiflfes 
premifed, ^conclusions deduced, is a 
certain truth , the which is enjoyed in the 
conjunction of the mind oi man with the 
fupreme Intelle&,.after the mind is purified 
from its corruptions, and is feparated from 
all bodily images,and is gathered into a pro- 
found ftillnefs. Thefe with many other fro* 
fitable things , agreeable to Chriftian Prin- 
ciples, are to be found here. But, Reader, / 
am far from urging thee to receive forcer- 
tain , every thing in thts Book; nor do I re- 
commend every thing in it n-nto thee for 
truth : yet whatever may be other wife in it, 
doth not hinder to make a good ufe of the 
things which are both true and profitable con- 
tained therein, and if thy tafte be found > re- 
ceive 
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ceive what is agreeable thereunto , and pap 
by what is otherwise. The defign tfthe An* 
tho* is far {I believe) from perjwading men 
to flight or refnfe the help of outward means 
of knowledge, [itch as theteftimonies ofgitod 
and wife men y and indeed it is as far front 
my own defign , who have undertaken this 
Tran flat ion : It is the too much relying and 
rcfling upon them, and neglecting thofe na- 
tive 4wf inward teftirfionies in the foul and . 
mind of man it (elf > that both the f cope of 
the Book and.my defign in the Tranfiation 
doth fence again ft. if it appear unU thee, 
that the Author, or yet the perfon of whom, 
he writ eth, hath been a good man-> and far be* 
yondmanj who have the name i/Chriftians,' 
that have had better outward opportunities to 
learn to be good then he,(ueh as the ufe of the' 
holy Scriptures and other helps 5 think not 
firange of it, but remember, there have Been 
in fiances of good men mentioned in the Scrip-* 
tures , who had not the Oracles of God but" 
wardly delivered unto themjuch as Job,*/;* 
thre e wife men of the Ma/l, Cornelius and 
others, yea , Juftine Martyr puck not to 
call Socrates a Chriftian , and that all who 
lived conform unto that divine reafon and 
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word in them, and which is in all men, (■&. 

f aid the above-mentioned Author , in one of 
his Apologies ) were and are-Chriftuns, 
J fliall conchie with a faying of Auguftine, 
de civitate Dei,.//'/\ 18. ^47, and Ano- 
ther of Ludovicus VivcS, in his Commen- 
tary on the fame words : Nor do I think 
(faith Auguftine) that the Jews dare con- 
tend , that none belonged unto God , but, 
the Ifraelites. On which Ludovicus Vives 
fdith thus •, So great a matter is it to be 
willing to be good, although thou haft not 
any from whom thou mayeft be taught ver- 
tue: and in this- fort of men,whatiswant- 
ingbut water? feing they have obtained 
and received the holy fpirit no. otherwife 
then the Apoftles, Peter witneffing , that 
fome were filled with a divine infpiration, 
whom the myftical water had not touched : 
fo the Gentiles not having a Law, and na- 
turally doing the things of the Law, are a 
Law to themfelves,and thac/light of foliv^ 
ing is the gilt or God,and eometh fron\ the, 
Son, .of .whom it is- written, whq.eiijighten- v 
e thievery man that cometh into the workL 
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< An Account of the 

ORIENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 

IN AN . 

EPISTLE 

Of 

Abi faaphar, EbnTophai^ 

Concerning 

Hri Ebn TOKDAH. 

In the Name of the &?d th& 
merciful Commife 
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H E wife Doftor* the PrierVtfi*; 
Knowing,thc Exccflcn^'thc Per- 

feft, the Learned Mu Jnqbar, 
Ebn Topbail faich, " Praife wuq 
"God, the great* the gttatcft: 
" the ancient , the moft ancient, 
4< the knowing, the moft khoW- 
" ing» the wife, the moft wife, the ' 
■ " merciful y the molt merciful, the beneficial, the 
« moft beneficial, the bountiful, the mott bounti- 
"ful, who tauRhc the ufc ofthc Pen, jwho taught 
" man that which he knew not , becaufe the good- 
" nefsofGod was great towards him. I .praife him lor 
"hi? excellent gifts.and I sive him thankvtbr his con- 
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^Vinual benefits) and I teflifie chat (here is not a God 
" but the one God* who hath not a Contort, <?c. 

O excellent, fincere, and moft dear Brother, 
( God give thee an everlaftingcontinuance,and blefs 
thee with a perpetual happinefa. ) Thou de(ired me 
to declare unto thee, what ever I could , of the my 
tleties ofthe Eaftern Philosophy, which the Doftor, 
the. chief Prieft, ^«^/i^»Sw<imentioneth: But 
know, chit it bqlongeth unto him who would at- 
tain to the truth, that he fcek it, and ufe diligence in 
the acquiring it ; and fu^lf thy demand hath raifed 
in mc an, excellent motion of mind , which hath 
broughtmc (praifc uwo.God ) to perceive the Hate 
which I law not beforehand hath promoved me to fo 
remote % period, that the tongue cannot declare, nor 
can the e oqaence of fpeech exprefs it , whereas it is 
of another lore, and of another world, differing from 
them} but that this ft ate, in tefpeft of the exultati- 
on) joy, pleasure , and gladncfs which is in it, is 
fuch, .that he who hath attained it, or hath. come to 
any period of it, cannot conceal it, or keep it fecret, 
biitthac exultation, cheartulnefs, gladnefs, and de- 
light bcfallech him, which drive thjiim to exprefs it 
fummarily* but not diftin&ly * But ifhebeofthofc. 
whom the Sciences have not (happened, he fpeakc.th 
thefe things of it, which he doth not comprehend ; 
fo chat ono . kid when it was fo with him , Ome to H 
p'dfia, bori great am 1 1 and another fa id, lam the, 
twtb ; and another faid, There is nothing under thh 
c(oitbim, but. God • But Doftor Abu Hatneh Alga%ali t 
when ne reached unto this Bate , he uled this Vcife 
Proverbjally, 

AndiftoM, T»hdtitv><u t of that, thereof I made not 
mention, 

Sat tbmt{ thou, that it toot good, wither enquire thou 
after Hat manner the & 
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For Letters had polifted him, and the CuMMed* 

Difciplines had (harpencd him : But 

take notice of the faying of Abu 'Betri Bbn jUfatfa 

which is joyned to his difcouorfe ofthe defer iption 

ofthe Conjunction [ ofthe Intellect toith man,} for, f faith 

he , feeing the Intellect is the fsope propofed in his 

Book, then it fhall appear that the fame cannot be 

perceived out of the ufual Sciences, in that degree 

wherein it was : but what he conceived in his mint)* 

ofthe ienfe of it, was acquired in a degree, in which' 

he being placed , he fawhimfelfabftrac%ifr©malfc 

former things, endued with other thoughts , whicrV 

depend not from matter, and are more noble then to 

be imputed to the life which is from nature » but are 

certain properties from the properties of thofe who 

are blefled, very different from the compofition oC 

the natural life, but are properties of them , which 

ate proper to the blefled ones, which it is fit that we 

ttllthemi IDbine properties, which God (mott high-.^v^. 

lytobepraifed) giveth to whom he wilictb/orl$pp& 

fcrvants. But this degree is attained Unto, whtolyf £:b ' 

Abu ftecr infinuateth, by way of fpeculativc Sci *"" 

and of cogitative difqiiifition : nor is ic don! 

that he attained if, nor e j red from it. Burthi 

gree which wefirft hinted at, is another/ fi$&**fi* 

although it is the fame,becaufe there is nc»i«i%sfef) 

difcovered in ir, contrary unto what is<diti^efl<ra~ v 

the other. But it's diftinftion confifteth :%M$p' 

ceflion of pcrfpicuity> and becaufe he percePe^W, ; 

the help Of a thing which we call not af[^j\M<$ 

Metaphorically, feing we'find not, neither iiwoppf 

commonly ufed, neither in the proper terms o& the 

Doctors, * name which dcclareth that ■ ■ V 

thing, whercbv that form of perce ption hpercetVed, 

percciveth. But this Hate which we 
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.A._ 



!■*■ 



mentioned, and to the perceiving of fome tafte of 

which thy quefiion moved us, is of tha 
T&tmbtr, fort, which SbeicbAbu Mi infinuateth 

where he faith, " Thereafter, when th 
"will and the exercife hath come to a certain pcriod/| 
,c there appertaineth unto him pleafant forms', from 

" the Afpect of the mt Light,** if the, 

Glancing. u were Corufcations , lightly (birring 

. ; "upon him, then they depart from 

"him, then are thefe fudden occurfions multiplied 

f ' unto hira, when he continueth in exercise, then he 

" is accuftomed to them, until they come unto him 

«' without exercife, and how oft he beholdethany 

" thing fhortly, he inclineth horn it, un- 

UuH or "to the border of holinefs, and he hold- 

threjhoU, "eth fomewhat in memory of his mat- 

. "ters; and then fuddenly it meets him, 

" fo that almoft he feeth the truth in every thing ; 

"chen exercife leadeth him to that perfection, whofe 

>$S : lNUtc is turned unto him, into a firm tranquility of! 

Mjvrnind, all d it becometh familiarly known , which 

''* 7 '^ufedbuttoftealon, and that which glanced light- 

*<Iy, becometh amanifejt light, and their happen- 

vv «.« eth unto him a firm knowledge, as if it were a con- 

* f ' tinual fellowfbip. ' Thcfc are the things, witho- 

• thers, swhich he defcribed of the orderl y progrefs of 

the degrett tl until they come to the comprehenfion : 

*: fo that his fecret Looking- glafs is 

Smoothed, polifhcd , whereby over againft hirr 

he beholdeth that part in which the 
truth i« ; and then molt choifc delights flow down 
abundantly, and inwardly he rejoycah in his mind, 
for the prints of truth which he feeth therein ; and 
when he is placed in this degree, he hath arefpc(S 
unto the truth, and a rcipctt unto his foul, and he is 

yet 




vet moved hither and thither, until at laft ^[Meti 
, he departs horn his foul , and only took- ; '„ 
eth unto the border ( or Court of Hoi,. ,Hfr 
nefs ) but if he refpeaerh his foul , it is <***>*. 
becaufe the foul refpeaeth thtt !»",,;;- 
there it is fit that the Conjunitm be t*!^'*J 
And afar thofc manners, which he dcicribcd., he 
would havefiis rafting to be ; not by way or tjwett* 
lative apprehention elicited, and premifles prettified! 
and conclufions deduced. And if thou would have 
a fimilitude, whereby the difference may amar<iin* 
to thee betwixt the apprehenfion of this fetter men 
and the apprehention of others ; conceive in the 
mind theltateof one who is born blind, but Who is 
of an excellent ingine, a fagatious conjecture;, firm 
memory, a wejl difpofed mind and hath grown up 
from that time, wherein he firft was in <om Rttion 
where be a afed not to make known to jumfeU the 
perfons of men, there, asalfo, many kinds of things 
i both living and wantinglifc, and the ^tree^thd 
f Town, theWayes.theHoufesrtheMarcat^ce^, 
; by the other wayesof apprehending, which he hart* 
1 until he come to that that he can go round abouette- 
Town, without a guide o f ; the way, ™ .tojUi 
know every one, who meets him,and mould pKfcfica 
ly falute him, and fiiould difcern collours^ knoy 
their definition, by the defections -of ^««Jgg; 
and fome definitions, which (hould declar herifc 
Then after he hath come unto this degree , that his 
eyes are opened, and that ^ hath a = perce^en. ^ 
fight and when he went through that whole Towfr 
aSd compaffed it, that he found nothmg at : all con- 
trary unto what he had Mewed, and that hehad 
known every thing, which was there and had found 
thccollourno be after the fame manner, whichdid 
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Chew the defections to be true wherewith they 
were defer ibed, but that in all thefe, two great things 
befel him following one another, to wit » agrcatet 
perfpicuity and clearnefs of things, and a great plea- 
lure* Therefore the State of Comemplants, who have 
not come to the degree of nearnefs [unto God "\ ii 
the firft ftate of that blind man, and the colours, 
which are known in this ftate by the explication of 
thcirnames, are thefe things which Abu $ecr t faid, 
were more excellent then to be Imputed to the natu- 
ral life, and which God giveth to whom he pleafeth 
of his fervants. But the ftate of theContemplanw, 
who have come to the deprce of nearnefs[umo God,] 
and upon whom , God hath beftowed that thing, 
which ( as we have laid ) is not named a p o^er t but 
metaphorically, is that fecond ftate. . But now he is 
rarely found, who isof that degree*, who was al- 
wayes clear in fight, having opened eye*, who need- 
ed not contemplation. Nor do I undcrftaud here 
(God honour thee with bis nearnefs ) by the appre- 
henfibn ofth<- Contemplants, that which they appre* 
hend from natural things , and be the apprehention 
of them, who are near unto God, that which they 
apprehend from fupernatural things ( for thefe two 
manners of apprehending are very differing, among 
thcmfclves. Nor is the one mingled with theothcrj 
but that which we underftand by the apprehcnfion 
of the Contemplants is that which they apprehend 
_ , from things Metaphyfical, like unto 
Jb* S Q on * mslt wn 'ch Abu ®ecr apprehend- 
^ifture. ed, and in the apprchenfion of thefe 

.. . thingsthis condition is required, that 

Meikte. it be manifeftly true, and then fallcth in 
a mid*fpeculation betwixt that, and be- 
twixt 
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twrxt the ippeehehfioft of them, who are near unto 
God,who apply their ftudy unto thefe things\w1fo an 
enereafe of clearnefs, arid with greater delight. 'But 
Jbu 'Beer reproveth them, who tftould make mention 
of this pteafure among the vulgar, and be faid it did 
belong to the immagining faculty, and he prornifed 
todifcribe how the ftate of the bleffcd onesfhould be 
when chey bad at tained this » in clear and mauifeft 
dilcourfe. But it bchoveth, that it be faid to him, 
<l reach not the fteetfaVour of a thing, "toblcbtbou baji hot 
ia/ted, neither pa fe olfer the necks of the true fteaWs, 
For neither did that man any thing of that fort , riei- 
ther performed he his promife: for it is probable, 
that the ftraitnefs of time mentioned by him, hindrcd 
him from that undertaking, and becaufe he was ta- 
ken up in a Tourney taken in hand to Wahran t 6v be- 
caufe he faw, if he fhould defcribe that ftate, the or- 
der of thedifcourfe would compel him» to declare 
the things, in which, he was , which would be a re- 
proach to him, in the manner of his life, and which 
would argue the precepts delivered by him, of a lye, 
whereby he incited men to multiply riches, and ga T 
ther them togethenand to ufe divers wayes of arts to 
acquire them.But the dilcourfe hath led us ofcfome- 
what to another thing , then that which thdjw didft 
move us to, by thy defire, as necefity required. And 
from what is (aid it is manifeft, that, what is requi- 
red by thee doth necefiarily include one of thefe two 
Rocks, fe that thon afk of that which they lee, 
to whom it hath happened to fee, and to taft, and to 
be prefent in that degree ofnearntjje ntito God ; and th is 
is of the things which cannot be, Co as they may be 
defcribed in a Book, as they are indeed, And*he£ 
any have undertaken it.and endeavoured whether m 
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word or writ to exprefle ir, the true rea* 
Or MM* fon of it is changed, and pafleth unto the 
ner { part* of another fpeculative kind ; for 

when it is cloathed with letters , and 
wally, voices* and becometh near unto the cor- 

poreal world, it doth not remain in that 
ftate wherein it was, in any manner or way. and the 
"unification of voices differ far in exprcfling it, fo 
that therein the (cct of fome err from the right way, 
and it is thought concerning others,that their feet are 
Hidden, when they are not Hidden : but the caufe 
thereof is this, becaufekis a thing which hath no 
bound in the fpice of a large tract , which compaf- 
fcth, is not compaffed ; But the f ccond of the two 
Rocks, which as we faid, thyqufftion did necefla- 
nly include, is, that thou haft defired that a thing 
be made known unro thee, in that manner , as they 
do it who give thcmfelvcs to contemplation; and 
this is a clung ( God bring thee near unto himfclf ) 
the reafon whereofrcquireth , that it be defer ibed in 
, Books, and forms of words to exprefs 

ru 2'*, but thlt is more rarc «hen the Reed 
Wrf ' Sulphur , and efpccially in thefe Regions 

wherein we live, becaufe it is fo tirange a 
thittg, tnacbut one after one attaincth it but a little, 
and who have attained any thing of it, have not de- 
clared it unto men, but by fome obfeure tokens : 
&S , l Hm fi ic( i$ e ®> and MobammcduiLw. for- 
biddeth men to dive into it. and admonifhech them 
to beware of it. Andthinknot that the Philofophy 
Which hath come unto us in the Books of MMe, 
and tht'Kifrl, and in the Book of#fc/w&4, doth 
lufffce unto this defign which thou defired, nor hath 
any ot the Andalofeni, written any thing of it, which 
5S l .!f ,ff,cc » for lhc y who were educate in JnMufia, 

of 
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of men of att excellent ingine, fpent their life in the 
Mathematical Disciplines, and attained a great de- 
gree in them, before the Science of Logick and Phi- 
lofophy was propagated in that place , nor could 
they do any thing further. Then an age of men fuc- 
cccdcd unto them, who exceeded them in lome skill 
of Logick, to which they gave pains, but fo, that it 
brought them not to the true perfection. Therefore 
one otthemfclves faid, It tronbktb me that then art 
mo knowledges of Wen, nor ii there <W)> tbingtobe added 
unto them j the one is the true fooHfledge , tyhiih is at- 
tamedfiitb difficulty, and the other falfe, the attaining 
of ftbicb is unprofitable. Then others more (harp- 
fighted fucceecied untothofe, and who came nearer 
unto the truth, among whom, none was of a quick- 
er ingine, or who perceived things better, or more 
truly,then dbu-'Becr*Bbn-Alfaijeg i but that the world 
did take him up, until death took him away before 
the treafures of his knowledge were manifefted, or 
the feaefies of his wifdom were publifhed, and moft 
of his Writings which arc found, are imperfc#, and 
mutilate in the end, zsbis$ook,oftbe$oul, andofrbe 
government of bim »bo batb ghen himfelfto a JoUftry 
life, and y»bat be Wat of Logick, andWjtural IQm- 
ledge' t but hisperfeft Books are compendious Tra- 
dhts, and E£t$les haftily written ; and this" he de- 
clared, faying; chat, whofe demonftratioh was pro- 
pofed to him, in the Epiftie of Jlette-fM, i.e. the 
conjunction of the intellect fvitb man, is not altogether 
manifeft inthatdifcouvfe, but after great difficittoy 
and trouble, and becaufe the method of his Expli- 
cation, in fome places is not ordered in fo perfect a 
way ; but if more time were given him, he purpofed 
to change it. And thus is the matter > as to what 
hath come to us of the knowledge of this man : but ., 
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we fa w him not* and who were contemporary with 
him were fuch men, as cannot be fa id to be equal 
to him in degree, nor faw we any thing done by 
them : but who fucceeded them that lived in our 
time, are but yet making progrefs, or haveftood 
Ihort of perfection, or how they have been truly* is 
not known to us. But as concerning the Books of 
Abu- N«/W, which hath come to us, mod of them 
ire ofLogicfa and fuch as are come to Us oWhilofo. 
pby, are tull of doubts. For he affirmed in the Book 
Almellati Alpbadelati , t. e, of the moft excellent 
Seel;, the duration of evil fouls after death in ever- 
lasting torments ; then in the Politicks, he faith ex- 
prefly, that they are diffolved and annihilated, and 
that only the fouls endowed with vortue,and perfeft, 
do remain. Then he defcribeth in his Book of Man- 
ners, (bmewhat belonging to the happinefs of men, 
and that it is in this life,which is of this world ; then 
he uttered words having this fenfe, Whatever is men- 
tioned be fides this, is madnefs, and old Wives tables, 

He therefore driveth all men to defpair of the mercy 
of God , and putteth good, and bad in the fame de- 
gree, while he maketh the end unto which all tend, 
to be Annihilation. But this is ane unpardonable 
error, and a fall after which there is not a reftaurati- 
on. Thefe things , betide others he brought forth, 
wherein he judged badly of Trophecy, and that it 
properly belonged to the Imaginative faculty accor- 
ding to his opinion, and that he preferred Philofophy 
unto it with other things not needfull to mention. 
But touching Ariftotle his Books, dljheigh-Abu-Ali t 
fupplyeth their vice, in his Explication of them.hav- 
ing fol'owed his left , and going in the way of his 
Philofophy, in the Book Alfhcpba, j. t. offujicien* 
(])> in the beginning of which he plainly affirmetb, 

that 
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that in his opinion, the truth d\tftm\\ from what he 
delivereth therein and that he made that Book acccr* 
ding to the Doctrine of the Peripateticks ; but he 
who would fee the truth , wherein is nothing ob- 
fcure, (hould look on his Book of Philofophy jltno- 
(krakia, i. e. Oriental : but if any take pains to read 
the Book Aljtyba, and the Books of Ari/htte, it wiU 
appear they agree in moft things although there be 
fome things in the Book Alfiepba, which came not to 
us from Ariftotk $ but when he hath received all 
things which the Books of Ariftotle have given him, 
and the book Alfoepha , according to the outward) 
found of the words, not turning the mind to the bid- 
den* and inward fenfe of them, he (hall no wayes be 
brought unto perfection by them ^A\fhe\ib~Abti.Ali 
in the Book dljbepba admomfheth » but as for the 
BooksofAl/heicb-Jbu-Hamed-Jgafalifrciohrttthc 
fpoke unto the vulgar one time biodeth another time 
lofeth and reproveth fome things of infidelity ,then he 
profeficth them then in the number of them , for 
whichhe accufetb thePhilofophersofinfiidelity, in 
the Book AUaMapbot (comonly called Deftru&tion) 
h that, that they deny the refurre&ion of bodies, and 
afhrm that reward and punifhment belong to fouls 
apart : then he faid in the begining of the Book Al- 
m h$n t ( i. c. the Scales, ) that this is the opinion 
of tbc Suppbian Doctors precifely ; and again in the 
BookAlmunkedb- Men~AldeUU-Wdmopbfeh- toeLAb- 
1**11, i.e. freeing from error, andexplainingthefatt, 
be faitb , h is opinio n is the fame toitb tbe opinion of the 
Sttpbij' and that he is brought to it after along* 
fearch : And many things of this kind are in his 
Books which he (hall fee, who looketh on them and 
confidereth attentively. And he fecketb to be excuf- 
ed for this deed in the end of thcBookA%*»-.>*/»«4 
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i.e. the Scales c/afUons , where he affirmem that, 
opinions are of a threefold kind , firft , that which is 
common with the vulgar, in that which they think. 
Secondly the opinion, according to which anean- 
fwer is given to every enquirer, and that icckcth dir- 
re&ion. Thirdly, the opinion, which one rctaiHeth 
with himfelf, and which none knoweth, but who is 
hisConfort in his opinion: then he faith after, But 
if there be not in thefe words , but to make thee 
doubt of thy opinion, which thou haft heritably re- 
ceived, this is enough to profit ; for who hath not 
doubted, doth not con fider , who hath not confide- 
rc d, (hall not perceive, who (hall not perceive, fhall 
remain inblindncfs and perplexity : then in place of 
a Proverb, heufed this Vcrfe, 

tface'Wtohatthou/eeft, and let alone mat tbouhajt 

perceived by the hearing. 
Inthenfwgof the S«», U that tobicb ma\elb t that 
tbouhajt not need of Sztmxii 
And this is the manner of his Do&rine ; and the 
created part of it is by /Enigma's , and oblcure To- 
kens, of which he tecciveth not profit : but who 
firft diligently looketh into thefe things with the eyes 
of the mind, then hcareth them again from himfelf, 
or who is ready to underftand thefe things, excelling 
in inginc* and to whom the leaft beck (or nodd ) 
fufliceth: Butthefame Author faith, in the Book 
Malabar, i.e. of Pearl*, that he hath Books not 
to be communicated, but unto thofe who are fit to 
read them, and that he hath put in them the Jtncere 
truth ; but none of them came into Spam, fo tar as 
we know ; but there came Books into SM», whom 
fomc think are thofe incommunicab!eBooks,but it is 
not fo ; for thefe Books are Jhamepb, dlal^ub, i.e. 
httelleUual I(no)tiedges , and the Book \lMpbthl- 
** Waltrfvtath 



WaltafoUti, i.e. of Inflation, and /Equation , and be- 
fides them, a Colicclion of divers QuefUons. But 
thefe Books, however (ome hints were in thcm.con- 
tain no great matter further to the difcovtry of things, 
beyond what is (battered in his known Books.More- 
over, in the Book 4^fad Alafna, i. e. 
Mofl high marks , is found that which is Aims. 
deeper, than what are contained in thefe 
other : and he plainly affirmeth , that the Book AU 
mekfad Alafna t is not communicable , whence it is 
necettanly gathered, that thofe who came unto us, 
are not thefe incommunicable Books , but fomc later 
Authors perfwaded themfelves, that in his difcourfc, 
which falleth in near the end of his Book Khn([cbat> 
i.e. of the /itt/e fo/Wo>V, . there is fome great matter, 
which hath made them fall into a depth, whence 
they cannot extricate themfelves, and that is, his 
faying, after he had reckoned up diycrfe kinds of 
them who were encompafled with lights, or who 
by the (hining of the divine light , are prohibited', fiom^ 
an accefs, then he paflcd unto the mentioning of 
them who came near unto God, wherein he faith, 
that they determined , that this Great Seeing is de- 
ferred by Attributes , which overturn the llmpls 
Unity, whence itfeemed to them neccfiarily to fol- 
low, that he believed a certain multiplicity in the 
Eflence of the true God. God i> far above Mat the 
unrighteous fay : nor is it doubtful among us, that 
Doftor Abu Bamed is ofrJicir number , who attain- 
ed the chief happinels , and came unto 
thefe noble and holy places ofconjundti- Viz. rtub 
on, but his hidden or incommunicable Ovd. 
Books, which contain the knowledge 
of Revelation, have not come unto us , nor was the 
truth clearly made manifett to us , which we 
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have attained, and which was the Butt ( or Mark ) 
vmich we have reached unto by knowledge, until 
we followed his faying*, and the fayings of Doftot 
Abu Alt, and comparing them together > and joyn- 
ingthemto the femences which arofe in this our 
time, to which fome are addi&cd,of them who have 
profeffed Philofophy, until the truth appeared unto 
us, firft by way of difquifition, and infpe&ion there- 
after concerning it, we have found at prcfent this 
fmall tafte, from the prefent fenfe of things, and then 
we law our felvesfit to fay fomcthing , which may 
be called our own. But we have determined that 
thou (hould be the firft to whom we might give 
this which is be fide us , and ftiould give it to be 
looked on, which we have attained, becaufc of the 
integrity of thy friendfliip , and fincerity of thy 
gentlenefs : but if wc (hould propofe unto thee the 
ends of that which we have attained in this fort, be- 
fore we give thee the principles thereof confirmed, it 
would not be any thing profitable unto thee » more 
then a thing received by tradition , and generally 
laid; This is it, ifthou think well of us, according 
to the love and friendfliip which is among us , not 
that we are worthy that ic (hould be received what 
wc fay. Nor do we with unto thee, but what is 
above this degree, nor are we content with it, that 
thou be in this degree ; feing it fufficcth not to 
falvation, nor to obtain the higheft degrees. But 
we will lead thee through paths wherein we have 
formerly walked, and we fhall make thee fail in the 
Sea which we have firft failed our felves » that it 
may bring thee whither it hath brought us, and that 
thou mayft fee of it what we have feen, and by thy 
own fight mayeft have a certain knowledge of the 
things which we have certainly known, and that it 
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be not needful unto thee to fix thy knowledge on that 
which we have known : but this needeth a certain 
(pace of time, and that not fmall, and that one be 
free from bufinefs, and with the whole bent of his 
mind apply himfelf to this kind. But if this be in- 
deed thy purpofe , and with a finccre arTcttion of 
mind prepare thy felf to reach this mark, in the rnor-» 
ningthou (halt praile the tedious and irkfome tra- 
vel of thy night- journey » and (halt receive the blef- 
fingof thy labouri and thou (hale have God accep- 
table to thee, and he (hall have thee acceptable to 
him , and I (hall be unto thee, fuch as thou loved and 
wifhed with thy whole heart and whole mind : and 
I hope to lead thee in a moft right way , and moft 
fafc from evils and hurts. Although at prefent tome? 
fmall glance hath offered it ielf unto me, whereby I 
may kindle thee with defire, and may ftir thee up to; 
enter into the way, while 1 (hall defcribe unto thec 
the Hiftory of Hai-Bbn-Toc^dban^nd 
Abfall, and Salamam, on whom AU Or, AjalU 
{heicb Abu Alt put thefe names, in the 
Hiftory of whom there is an example to the under* 
(landing, and an admonition to him who hath an 
heart , or who giveth car , and let him be a wit- 
net's. 
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OUr pious Forbears Have reported . that there is 
anlfleamongthclflesof India, fcituate under 
the jfiquinoftial Linc» wherein Men are barn with- 
out Facber or Mother. And that in the fame* there! 
is a Tree, which for the Fruit of it, bringeth forth 
Women, and thefe are they which dlmafudi calleth 
the Watyafyan Damfels; For that Ifle is of all. 
places of the' earth of an Air moft temperate and per- 
fedt : the influence of the fupreme li^ht which ari- 
fcth upon it> fodifpofing the fame : Although' fo to. 
affirm, is contrary to the perfwtfion of the moft of 
the chief Philofophers and Pnyficians; whole fen- 
tenceis, thav the fourth Climate is the mod temperate 
part of the earth* But if they affirm this , btcaufe , 
they certainly know that the parts fituat under the 
JEqmottul mc inhabitable , becaufe offomeimpc-^ 
djmenc from the earth , lorae reafon would favour: 
their faying, that the fourth Climat is of the parts of 
the earth , the moft temperat : but if they will this, 
that the parts fcituat under the jF,quino&ial Linejarc 
excreamly hot (which moft of them manifeftly af- 
firm) it is falfe, and the contrary is proven bycer- 
rain demonftrations. For it is demonstrated in 2fy- 
tural fbiloftby, that there is no caufe of the generati- 
on of heat, but motion, or the contact and light of 
hot Bodies, and alfo in the fame, it is proved, that 
the Sun in bimfelf is not hot, nor indued with any 
fuch quality which pcrtaincth unto mixture : more- 
over therein is proved, thar the Bodies, which in 
the moft perfect manner receive the lightiarc fmooth* 
not thin, but the Bodies fit in the next place to.. re- 
ceive/'^, are thick Bodies, which are nocfmqaih* 
but thin Bodies* wherein is no thicknefs, receive no 
■ , light, 
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light. Tf)l» ofieefpecially in place of demonftrati- 
on» SbeicbAbu Ali brought forth, mentioned before 
by none- This being concluded, and feing the pre- 
mises are true, what neceffatily follows, is this: 
that the Sun doth not warm the earth in that man- 
ner, as other hot Bodies, which touch , do warm 
Bodies > btcaufe the Sun is not hot in himfelf. Nei- 
ther is the earth warmed by motion , fcing it refteth, 
and remained) in one ftate , both when the Sun 
(hincthonit, and when it is abfent therefrom; but 
that its properties as to heat and cold are contrary* 
at thefe two times, is manifeft by fenfe. But nei- 
ther doth the Sun firft warm the Air » and next the 
Earth, by the mediation and hear of th<r Air; (or 
how could this be, when in the time of the heat, we 
find the Air next to the Earth, much hotter, than 
that which if fuperior, and further diftant ? It re- 
mains therefore> that the Sun no other way doth 
warm the Earth, then by the force of its light : for 
heat doth always follow light ; fo that where it 
is intended in Burning-glafles, it kindleth what- 
ever is let before it« But it is proved by certain de- 
monftrations in the Mathematical^ Sciences , that the 
Sun is of around Figure , and alfo the Earth • and 
that the Sun is far greater then the Earth : and that 
part of the Earth always enlightened, is above the 
half of it, but that which is enlightened, the middle 
part thereof hath the moft intenfe light, becaufe of 
all places it is furtheft diftant from the darknefs 
which is in the Circumference of the Circle, and be- 
caufe it is obvious to many parts of the Sunt buc 
thefe parts near eft the Circumference , have fmalleft 
light, until the laft period of the Circle, which con- 
tained! the enlightened part of the Earth , it endeth 
in darknefs* But fome place is the midft of the 
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Circle of light, when the Sun is vertical ovet the 
heads of the Inhabitants, and then th« heat in that 
place (hall be moll intenfe. But if there be any Re« 
gion where the Sun is furtheft diftant from the vcr- 
tical point, that Region is the coldeft. But it is de« 
monfirated in AHonomy, that in thefe parts of the 
Earth, under the jEquinoftial, thattheSun is only 
twice every Year vertical unto the Inhabitants, 
when itemefeth the beginning of Aries , and the be- 
ginning of Libra : but through the reft of the Year, 
fix Moneths it declineth from them towards the 
South, and fix towards the North : fo that they feci 
neither excefs of "heat nor cold, but for that caufe 
enjoy an equal temper. Thefc things need further 
explication, but which bclongeth not to our pur- 
pole. This only we have hinted unto thee, becaufe 

it is of them which give a tcftimony 
to the truth of what is reported, 
that a man in that place can be 
born without Mother or Father. 
For there are of them who down- 
right affirm, and abfolutely con- 
clude, that Hai-Ebn-Toc^dhan was 
of their number, who in that Regi- 
on ar>- born without Mother or Father. Others de- 
ny, and relate his Hiftory. in that manner as we (hall 
now mention unto thec. They report that over a- 
gaintt that I fie, there is another great I lie, of a large 
trait, abounding wich Commodities, inhabited By 
men, where at that time a man vcrv proud , and of 
a fufpicious nature did govern : he had a Sifter that 
was very beautiful and comely, which he kept cloft 
from -iimrrying, becaufe he found not an equal unto 
her. But there was one near unto him; called M- 
<M». who privatly married her , according to the 
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Rites of that Seftofmcn, known inthefe time* of 
whom having conceived, (he did bear a Son: She 
fearing the dilcoyery of the mattcr,and that what (he 
had kept clofsfhould be made known, after (he had 
givetuhe Infant the Breafts, (he put it into a little 
Coffin , which when flic had firmly clofed , and 
brought it to the Shore ( fome Servants, and the 
moft faithful of her Friends conveying her) in the 
fore-part of the night her heart burning towards the 
|Child with love and fear, having taken her farewel 
, i of the Child, fpakethus* " O God, thou haft cha- 
rted this Jnfant, when as yet it was nothing, and 
I thou didft nourifti it in theMarkncfs of my bowels> 
" and thou hadft a care of it until it came forth 
found and perfect ; I being afraid of that tinjuft, 
I proud, and contumacious King, commit the fame 
I unto thy goodnefs , hoping thou wilt be bountiful 
unto him, be thou an help unto him , forfake him 
not, who furpaffeft ail in mercy. When (he had- 
laid thefe things, (he committed the little Coffin un- 
to the Sea ; which the flowing of the water moved 
with force of the ftream, the Fame night brought to 
the Shore of another lfland, whereof we formerly 
made mention. But the flowing of the water at 
that time came as far up on the Land as could be, 
whither once in the year only it did reach • the wa- 
ter therefore by its force did caft the Coffin into a. 
fchick Grove full of Trees, aplaccofa fruitful foyl, 
•fenced from winds, and rains, and defended againft 
the Sun, which at its rifing and fettinp decJined from 
K." There the Water decrcafinp., and departing from 
fhe Coffin wherein the Infant was, fo that it fettled 
pnthefame place; the Sands, by the blowing of 
Hhe winds rofe upthither, that they came to a heap* 
Kid obfttu&ed the entrance of the light unto the 
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Coffin, and hindered the coming in of any mtn un- 
to it, that the flood might not reach it* And it came 
to pafs that when the water thruft the Coffin upon 
♦the Grove, the Nails of the Coffin loofed. and the 
Boards from one another: and when theChild being 
very hungry, cried bitterly, Peking help.and moved 
it feif its cry did come unto the ears of a wild Goat, 
or Rocwhich wanted its Hind, which having come 
from its Den, was caught by a ravenous Bird j the 
hearing the voice, and imagining it to be her young 
one, f olloweth the voice, until (he came unto the 
Coffin, which (he pulled with her Claws on every 
fide, the Child in the mean time ftruglmg within, 
fo that out of the upper part a Board ot the Coffin 

did leap off: but Che having beheld the 
Child, pitied it, and moved with fcreac 
aflfeflion thereunto, put to it its Duggs, J,_ 
and pleafantly neurifoed it with her $ 
milk; and conftantly coming unto it, 
fed it, and defended it from evil. And 
this is it which they record of its ori- 
gine, who will not aflent that it was 
born without Parents : But we (hall 
afterwards declare how it did gtow, 
and how it made fcveral progreffes one after ano- 
ther, until It rcache'd unto great perfection. But who 
think it was born of the earth, fay, that in fome 
low place of that 'Ifland, in procels of years and 
times, a ccrcain Clay doth ferment fo far, until 
heat and cold , moifture and drynefs agree in 
it, in an equal temper, and in equal ftrengW 
and that there was a sreat maffc of this clay, where- 
in fome parts did exceed others, in the equality ot 
trmpet, and were more fit for the generation of ft 
ratxt body ; and that the midft ot it was of » mob 
'"•■.■■>,• perfefl 
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perfeft temper.and moft e quaUike unto the humane 
temper : the matter being agitate, bells (or bublihgi) 
rofc up,as ufc to be in the bubling of water, btcaufc 
of the great clamminefs of it: and it came to pals, 
that fome vlfcoua ( tough or clammy) thing was in 
the midft of it , with a fmajl bell (or bubling) full 
of a fubtde and aery body , divided into two parts 
with a thin vail, of a moft equal temper, which did 
agree unto it. Then at the command of the moft 
high God, a Spirit being infufed, joyned it fclf unto 
the fame, and did cleave foclofely unto it, that it 
could fcarcely be fcparate therefrom , either by fenfe 
or underttanding } this Spirit ftill flowing forth from 
' God, as is manifnft and like to the light of the Sun, 
which continually influenccth the world. But 
among bodies, fome do not return the light , fuch as 
the thin air,very thin } by others, the light is return- 
ed,but in an imperfect manner of illumination, fuch 
as thick bodies, which are notfmooth : butthefc 
bodies differing, according to the reception of light, 
for the fame rcalon, their colours differ alfo: but 
again , by others the light is returned in a moft per- 
fect manner ot illumination, fuch ar fmooth bodies* 
as Looking-glaffcs and the like: fo that by thele 
glades, if they be concavatcd in a convenient figure, 
fire is kindled, becaufe of theeicefs of light. After 
this manner, tbat Spirit t which is of the command- 
ment of God, is infujed continually into all creatures : 
But there are of them wherein no print of it doth 
appear,for want of a fit difpofition iri them, fuch are 
things without life , rcfembling thc*ir in me former 
fimilitude. Again, fome there arc , wherein : fome 
print of it appeareth,as the divers forts of plants,ac- 
cording unto their difpofition*, and thefe anfwer un- 
to thefc thick bodies in the fame fimilitude. Again, 
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there are fome wherein the impreffion thereof is very 
confpicuous , and thefe are diverfc kinds of living 
creatures » which refemble thole fmooth and (hminS 
bodies in the fame fimilitude. Bur among thole 
fmooth bodies , fome more plentifully receive light 
from the Sun, becaufc they refemblc the figure of the 
Sun and his fimilitude, and are formed accord ; ng to 
his 1 Image : fuch efpecially is man , which is figni- 
hed where it is fa id, God made man according to bit 
image. But if this form prevail fo in %i,that in com- 
panion thercof,all other forms be, as it were.reduccd 
to nothing, and it only remaincth , fo that the glory 
ot us light burn up.whatever ittaketh hold of, then 
it refembleth thofe glaffes which reflcft light in 
them elves, and burneth up other things; but this 
befalleth none but Prophets , and all this may be- 
come manifeft in a fit place. But that we may now 
returned fpeak more fully of what they affirm, who 
defcribe this manner of generation. They fay.wheti 

u Jf ,r L K ,oyncd ic felf umo mat receptacle, 
that all the other faculties yielded unto it,and obeyed 
it,being univerfally thereunto fubjefted by the com- 
mandmentofGod. But over againft that reccp- 
tacle, another bubling arofe divided into three re- 
ceptacles, among which, there were thin partitions, 
and open paflages ; and they were filled with a 
body or air, not unlike unto that wherewith the Gift 
receptacle was filled, but thai that was more thin ; 
and in thefe three ventricles divided out of one, fome 
of thofe faculties were placed which were fubjeft 
to it, and to the fame was committed their cuftody 
and defence , and whatever (hould arifc there, they 
(hould defcrre it, whether much or little, to the fit R 
(or chief ) Spint,placed in the firft receptacle. Xfc' 
*PiOVcr againft this fecond receptacle* third bubling 
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rofe up , filled alfo with a body of air , but thicker 
then the two former, and in this receptacle were pla- 
ced Ibmc others of the inferiour faculties , (ot the 
preserving and lufta'ining of which, ic was appoint- 
ed : and thefe were the three receptacles, to wit, th$ 
firft, fecond and third , which were firft made out of 
the great mafle of that fermented clay , in the man- 
ner we have defcribed. But they needed mutual 
help one of another, and the fiift needed the other 
two , for their obedience and (a vice , and the two 
needed the firft, as fubjefts need their Prince, and 
commanding them who are under command : yet 
every one of them, in refpeit of the members after- 
wards formed > was a Princej not a Subjc6t : but one 
of them, to wit, the fecond, was of a moreabfolme 
power then the third. But the firft , by the force of 
that Spirit joyned thereunto,and of its burning heat, 
became into a conical figure of the fire ; and fo that 
thick body which compaffed it , was of the fame fi- 
gure » and became folid flefh , covered with a thick 
covering for its preservation. This whole member 
is called the Heart : Now in refpeft of the diffoluti- 
on and iofle o,f moifture, which followeth the heac> 
fbmething was neceffary which mighc ferve to fu» 
ftain and nourifh it 1 and continually reftore what 
wasconfumed, otherwife it could not endure. Al- 
io it was needful , that it (hould be touched with the 
fertfe of what was convenient for it , and might at- 
tract it unto it felf, as alfo with the fenfeof the con* 
.trary.that it might thruft it back. To the fupplying 
ione of them,in things needful, one member is fubfti- 
tute with the faculties thereto belonging j another 
member fupplicd another with things it needed. 
That member which did prefide over the things be 
longing to fenfe, was the Brain ; chat which ordered 
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concerning the nourlffaient, was the Liver. Both of 
them needed chat firft member , that it might help 
them and there peculiar faculties proceeding of them 
with its heat : And for the good of all , there were 
interwoven diver fe paffages and opens > fome wider 
then others , as the neceffity of the thing required j 
and fo the Arteries and Veins came to be. After 
this.they proceed to defcribe the whole Structure of 
the body and all its members, in the fame manner as 
thtPbyJiohgues ufe 10 depaint the formation of the 
Emhyon in the womb , omitting nothing till the 
tobole compofure be perfected , and all its members 
complr atcd, and that it rcfemble an Embryon prefent- 
ly to come forth of the womb. And to defcribe thefe 
things fully, they call in for help, that great ferment- 
ed mafle of clay , which was otthat condition, that 
of it was formed whatever is required to the pro- 
creation of Man , of the covering which cover the 
body, and other things of that fort i and when it 
was perfected , that thefe coverings being rent by itj 
fell away as in the Brief of child-bearing, and that 
it bro^te through the other hardened part of the clay. 
At length that this Infant, the matter of the nourish- 
ment decaying, and hunper urging ic, cryed for help, 
and that the Goat which had loft its young one, 
hearftened unto it. Then what they declue after 
this placet and what thofe declare who embrace the 
former fenrenccare agreeable. For both fay, that 
this Goat which received the child, having pot a 
fruitful and large pafture , became fat, and had that 
abundance of milk , whereby to nourifh the lufant 
after the beft manner : and (he was alwayes with 
it, and never departed therefrom* but when through 
peccfTny (he went to cat. Alfo the Infant ufed the 
any of the Goat, fo that if (he flayed away 
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longer theft ufually , it would cry bitterly , which 
when the Goat heard,prc(cntly die ran unco it. Nor 
was there any ravenous or hurttul beafl in the whole 
Ifland. So the Infant encreafed and grew, being 
nourifhed with the Goats milk, untiil it was two 
years oil , at which time it began by degrees to go, 
and have fore-tccth, and it alwayes followed the 
Goat, which kindly entreated it, and embraced it 
with tender arTe6tion,and led it unto places that were 
planted with fruitful trees, and fhe fed it with the 
fweet and ripe fruits which fell of from the trees, 
breaking them which had a hard (hel with her teeth* 
and when it fought milk, flic gave it her Duggs, and 
when it defired water.Ihe led it thereunto, and where 
the beams of the Sun troubled it , fhe (hadowed it, 
where it (offered by the cold , (he warmed it , and 
when night enfued.fhe led it to the former place, and 
covered it, partly with her own body, and partly 
with the feathers that remained of thofe wherewith 
the comn was furnifhed when the lufant was put 
into it* and as often as they either went forth at 
moming,or returned at evening a company of Goats 
accompanied them , which in the morning went 
forth with them, and at night lay in the fame place 
withthem. So thecbild (fill remaining among the 
Goats, did alio imitate their voice with its voice, 
that fcaice was there any d fference. Alfo in the 
fame manner, whatever voice it heard r whether of 
Birds or other liviving creatures, it exactly icfemblcd 
them,by a faculty wherein it excelled, of apprehend- 
ing whatever it would. But the voices which it 
moflly refembled were thefe of the Goats , whereby 
they fought help.or called their neighbours,or would 
that they fhould come nearer , or gofarderoff; for 
unto thefe various ends, thefe living creatures have 
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concerning the nowlfbment, was the Liver. Both of 
them needed that firft roemher , that it might help 
them and their peculiar faculties proceeding of them 
with its heat : And for the good of all , there were 
interwoven diver fepaffages and opens > feme wider 
then others , as the neccflity of the thing required ; 
and fo the Arteries and Veins came to be. After 
this.they proceed to defcribe the whole Structure of 
the body and all its members, in the fame manner as 
the Vbyfiologues ufe to depaint the formation of the 
Embfyon in the womb , omitting nothing till the 
mole compofure be perfected , and all its members 
complrated, and that it rcfemblc an Embryon prefent- 
ly to come forth of the womb. And to defcribe thefe 
things fully, they call in for help, that great ferment- 
ed mafle of clay, which was of that condition, that 
of it was formed whatever is required to the pro- 
creation of Man , of the covering* which cover the 
body, and other things of that fort i and when it 
was perfected , that thefe coverings being rent by it) 
fell away as in the grief of child-bearing , and that 
it brqke through the other hardened part of the clay. 
At length that this Infant, the matter of the nourifh- 
ment decaying, and hunper urging it. cryed for help, 
and that the Goat which had loft its young one, 
hearftened unto it. Then what they declne after 
this placet and what thofe declare who embrace the 
former fentenccare agreeable. For both fay, that 
this Goat which received the child, having pot a 
fruitful and large pafture , became fat, and had that 
abundance of milk , whereby to nourifh the Infant 
after the beft manner : and (he was alwayes with 
it, and never departed therefrom, but when through 
neccflity (be went to eat. Alfo the Infant ufed the 
company of the Goat, fo that if (lie flayed away 
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longer theft ufually, it would cry bitterly, which 
when the Goat heard.prefcntly (he ran unto it. Nor 
was there any ravenous or hurtful beatt in the whole 
Ifland. So the Infant encreafed and grew » being 
nourished with the Goats milk, untiil it was two 
years oil » at which time it began by degrees to go, 
and have fore- teeth, and it alwayes followed the 
Goat, which kindly entreated it, and embraced it 
with tender affe£tion,and led it unto places that were 
planted with fruitful trees, and flie fed it with the 
fwcet and ripe fruits which fell of from the trees, 
breaking them which had a hard ftiel with her teeth j 
and when it fought milk, flic gave it her Duggs, and 
when it defired water .flic led it thereunto, and where 
the beams of the Sun troubled it , flic (hadowed it, 
where it differed by the cold > (he warmed it , and 
when night enfued,(he led it to the former place.and 
covered it, partly with her own body, and partly 
with the feathers that remained of thofe wherewith 
the coffin was furnifhed when the Infant was put 
into it i and as often as they either went forth at 
morning,or returned at evening a company of Goats 
accompanied them , which in the morning went 
forth with them, and at night lay in the fame place 
with them. So the child ft ill remaining among the 
Goats, did alfo imitate their voice with its voice, 
that fcaice was there any d ffcrence. Alfo in the 
fame manner, whatever voice it heard , whether of 
Birds or other liviving creatureit it exactly refemblcd 
thcm,by a faculty wherein it excelled, ofapprehend- 
ing whatever it would. But the voices which it 
mqftly refembled were thefe of the Goats, whereby 
they fought help.or called their neighbours,or would 
that they fliould come nearer, or gofarderoftj for 
unto thefe various ends, thefe living creatures have 
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diverfe voices : and fo the Child and the wild 
Beafts accompanied one another , for neither did 
they (hun him , nor he them. And now when 
the images off things became fixed in his mind, 
after they were removed from his light, he w« 
fo affected , that he defired fomc of them, and 
had an averfion from others. In the mean™ 
time , while he vieweth, all the kinds of the p 
wild beafts, he faw them all covered wirh Wool, or ® 
Hair > or diverfe kinds of Plumes ; alfo he beheld |jj 
their nimblenefs and ftrength, and what armour they | 
had to beat back the things which contended with 
them, as Horns, Hoofs, Spurs, and the like; but 
whereas he looked to himfelf, he faw himfelf naked, 1 
deftitute of armour,flow in motion,weakin ftrcngth> $ 
when they contended with him about the fruits that J 
were to be eaten , fo that they kept them to thcm»'« 
felves, andlpulled them from him, nor could he re- 
train them from him, or flee from any of them. Al- 
fo he faw that his neighbours the little Hinds or Kids 
came to have horns to grow on them , which they 
firft wanted, and that though they were weakto 
run, yet that at length they became nimble, but he 
pereeived none of thefe to befal himfelf. Confidcr* 
ing this in his mind, he was ignorant what was the 
caufe thereof; alfo he beheld the creatures wherein 
was any fault or defeft of members, nor did he find 
among them <<ny like to himfelf; confidering alfo in 
the beafts the paflages of trie excrements which h« 
faw covered, and that the pafTage which fervedto- 
the groffer excrement, was covered with a tail , and 
that which ferved the thinner, was covered with 
hair, or fomething of that kind, and that their fe- 
cret parts were more covered then his : all thefe bred t 
erief and anxiety unto him, which when he he had 
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long conddet-cd earneflfy, and was now almoft fe- 
ven years old, he deipaired of attaining that , the 
want of which troubled him. Then he took broad 
leaves of trees, fome whereof he put on the hinder- 
parts of hU body, and fome on the fore- parts , and 
having made a Girdle ot the Leaves of Palms and 
Rufhes.wherewith he girded himfelf. he hung them 
to him thereby; but after a final I time the Leaves 
becoming dry and withered , fell off from him : 
therefore he ceafed no? to, take others , adding others 
to others of them, m double plyes or folds,by which 
means they remained longer, but yet it was but for ft 
fhort time. Alio he took unto him a ftoff off the 
boughs of a Tree, and having made the ends of it 
handfome, and fmoothed the middle of it, he began 
to threaten the beafts which oppofed him , making 
an affault upon the weaker, and refitting the ftrong- 
er. After this manner he fomewat unde rflood his 
own ftrength, and that his hand far excelled theirs* 
for it (ufficrd to cover his nakednefs , and to make 
ufeofaftaff for his own defence, fo that now he 
needed not a tail, nor yet thofe natural Darts which 
he firtt wiflhed. Things being thus, he grew Upi 
and pafTcd beyond the feventh year of his age, and 
wheu the frequent repairing of the Leaves was 
troublefome unto him, wherewith he covered him- 
felf, he thought in his mind to take to him the tad of 
fom* dead be* ft, and hang it to him, but that he faw 
the living beafts of its own kind to fliun the dead, 
a"d flee from them, fothat it would not be fit for 
him roenterpnze any fucb thing* until at length he 
found a dead Eagle, whence he fecmed to get his de- 
fire accomplifhed. Therefore taking an occafion 
thcnce,when he faw that none of the beafts fled from 
that, he coming unto it , he cut from it the wings 
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andthetail, whole as they were , and he fmoothed 
the teachers that were fpread' forth, and then he puN 
led off what remained of the skin, and dividing it 
in two parts, he hung the one to his back and the 
other to his belly t and to the parts under the fame: 
alio he faftned the tail to himlelf behind , and both 
the wings to the upper parts of his arm*' after this 
manner, he had that which both covered him > and 
warmed him, and alfo which ftruck fear into the 
hearts of all the beafls ', fo that none of them con- 
tended with him, nor refifted him, nor came near 
unto him, but the Goat which gave him milk and 
nouriChcd him, for (he never left him , nor he her, 
tilfthc became old and weak j and then he led her 

to the beft paftures, and pulled fwect fruits, 
lean- and gave her to eat : but weaknefs and 
nefs, languifhing ceafed no: to prevail over her, 

and daily to approach, until death hczed 
on her, and all her motions became ftill, and all her 
aftions ceafed. But when the Child faw that it was 
fo wich her, he was greatly (truck , fo that alrooft 
for grief he had expired; and he called upon her with 
the fame voice which (he ufed to anfwer when (he 
heard it, and he ttirred her up, with crying as loud 
as he could, but he perceived no motion nor change 
in her : he began therefore to look to her ears and 
eyes, but found no vifible hurt in them, and in the 
fame manner confidering all the members of her bo- 
dy, he found nothing amifs in them : But he great* 
lvdefiredto find that place where the defect was, 
that he might remove it from her, that (he might re- 
turn to her former ftate : but nothing of this fort W«» 
in rcadinefs, nor could he do it. That which mpfj 
e d him to this consideration, was, what he noticed 
in himfelf i for he faw when he clofed hit eyes , ow 
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covered them with any thing , that he could fee no- 
thing, until that hinderance were removed : alto 
when he would put his fingers into his ears, and (to* 
them,he would hear nothing until he removed them: 
alfo when he prelted his no(e with his hand, he 
could find no fmell until he opened his noWrils, 
whence he gathered, that all his (enles and actions 
were obnoxious to bindcrances, which could im- 
pede them ; but thefe hinderanccs being removed, 
that the a&ious returned. When therefore he had 
viewed all the outward members, nor found any de- 
fault in them, and he oblervcd an universal ceflati- 
on of the whole, which could not more be imputed 
to one member then another ; at length it came 
into his mind, that the hurt which had betaUen ic 
was in fomc member remote from his fight.and hid- 
den in an inward part of the body ; and that that 
member was fuch, that without its help, none or the 
outward members could do their office > and (o 
fomc difeafe falling into it, that the whole was dam- 
nified, and the want of motion was univerfal. He 
defired therefore, if he could, to find that member. 
and to remove what had befallen it, fo u wou d be- 
come found again, and thence a good would re- 
dound to the whole body, and her anions would 
return to their former condition. But tutt or all he 
noticed the dead bodies of Beafts and other Animals, 
that all the members were (olid, arid without any 
hollownefs , except the (cull , the breaft , and the 
belly. Therefore he fufpe&ed that the member thus 
afifcaed, was no where elfe but in one of thefe three 
places: but the opinion prevailed rooft with him 
that it wa.s in the mid place of thefe three. When 
it was now fixed in his mind altogether, that all the 
other members needed this, and therefore itnecctta- 
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rily followed that its feat was in the middle. More- 
over when be confidercd himfetf, he felt lome fuch 
member hi his own breaft, and when he thought on 
the other members, as the hands, the feet, the ears, 
the nofc, the eyes [ or head 3 he could fuppofc chat 
theft : could fubfift without them : and a!(o he fup. 
poUd the fame of the head, and he thought that he 
could be without the head : but when he thought of 
that which he found in his breaft, he did not fee that 
he could fubfift without the fame for one moment, 
Alio when he did fighc with any of the beafts, with 
great diligence he defended his breaft from their ar- 
mour, from the fenfe of the thing which was in it : 
when therefore he had certainly concluded that the 
member which this hurt had corrupted was in it* 
b eaft* he determined to enquire and fearch into it,if 
perhaps he could find itt and when he had perceived 
the hurt that had befallen it, to remove it. But then 
he feared left this his endeavour ftiould be worfe then 
the hurt which firft befel it , and whatever he did 
migbtbetoitsdammage: then he confidered with 
himfelf, if he faw any of the beafts or o:her animals 
being once fo affefted, return to their former con- 
dition : but when he found none, hence it came to 
pafsthathedefpairedofits returning to its former 
condition, if he (hould let it alone, but he hadfomc 
hope that it might return to it* former condition , if 
that member being found out, he could remove the 
dlfeate' from it: therefore he rcfolvcd to open its 
breaft, and to enquire what was in it.' Unto this 
Work he fu.rnifhed himfelf with the fragments of 
hard ftones/and fplits of dry Canes like unto knives, 
wherewitbtomakean incilion among the ribs, un- 
till the flifh being cut that is betwixt the ribs, he 
came unto that covering that is within the ribs, 

which 
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which when he found it ftrong, he much fufpefled 
that fuch a covering belonged to that member , and 
he was perfwaded when he fhonld get through that* 
he (hould find what he foughtjfo he fct about to dif- 
feft it, which was hard to him for fcarcety of InAru- 
ments, and that he had none others but them made 
offlones and Canes. Therefore when he had re- 
paired his Inftruments, and fharpened them, he ufed 
his greateft Art in boring through that cover, until 

h at Iaft he b roke through it, and came unto the lungs. 

1J which at the firft fight he thought was that wembcr 
which he fought, and he ceafed not to turn them 
over, that he might find in them the feat of the dif- 
eafe- But firft he fell upon that half of the lungs,, 
which was on the one fide, and he perceiued it lean- 

• !°L? n r ,5 d , e ' , but he . bad concluded formerly 
with himfclt that that member could not be but in 
the midft of the body, inrefpeflof latitude as well 
^as longitude. He did not omit therefore to enquire 
further into the midft of the breaft , until he found 
|tne heart, which being covered with a very ftromt 
covering, and faflcned withmoft ftrong ligaments; 
tnc lungs alfo compaffing it on that part where be 
? c .? an f 10 ™ ke anentranceto it; he faid within him- 
.leJt, if it be fo with this member on the other fide, 
asiusonthis, it is certainly in the midft, andfo 
without doUbr is that I wrecking, efpecially with 
what I fee ofthe fitnefs of the place, it hath fuch exr 
ccllencyoffifcure. firmncfsandfolidityofflefh. and' 
is covered with fuch a covering as I find in no other 
member : iohe fearched into the other part of the 
breaft, where when he had found the cover within 
the ribs, and that the lungs were after the fame man- 
ner there as jn the other part, he concluded that that 
fas the member which he (ought. So he fet to 
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work to remove its cover, and diflcft the perieadiutn t 
which at length , having ufed b\s*tmoft endeaUurs t 
with fome trouble and difficulty he got done, and 
having uncovered the Hrart, when he faw it was in 
every part folid, he viewed if he could find any oh. 
fcrvable fault in it ; but when he could find none, 
he preffed it with hit hand , and (o there appeared to 
him there was fome hollowncfs in it j he faid there* 
forej perhaps within this member ii the laft which I 
feek , and I have not as yet come unto it. So when 
he had opened it , he found two hollow places in it. 
one on the left part, another on the right*, that on 
the right fide was full of a congealed blood, but that 
on the left was empty * and contained nothing in it, 
He faid therefore , it cannot be , but the feat of that 
thing I am a feeking is in one of the fe two recep- 
tacles : Then he faid, as concerning that on the right 
fide , I fee nothing in it but that congealed blood; 
but without doubt , that blood had not congealed, 
. unrill the whole body had come unto the ttate 
' wherein it now is : ( for he faw the whole blood, 
when it flowed forth ftom the body and paffed out, 
that it congealed and grew altogether , and that this 
blood was not unlike to other blood) but 1 fee , that 
this blood alfo is found in the other members , and 
cannot be appropriat to one member rather than 
another : But what I feck is not of this fort, for that 
is fomewhat to which this place is peculiar , with- 
out which I feel that I cannot fubfift for one mo- 
ment, and this I fought from the beginning. But as 
to this blood , as oft as any of the beafts affaulted 
me and wounded me , it flowed from me to great 
abundance; nor did it hurt me any thing, nor did 
it hinder me to perform any of ray actions: there- 
fore what I feck i is not in this receptacle. , But as 
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concerning this receptacle placed on the left G^ J»£ 
indeed that it is altogether empty* but I cannot thiW 
that it is made in vain ; for I fee that every memWt? 
is appointed for fome office proper thereunto ; there- 
fore, how can this receptacle that I fee is of fo excel- 
lent a fabrick , ferve for no ufe ? I cannot imagine, 
but that the thing I feek was placed therein, but chat 
it hath departed from it , and left its place empty J 
and by this means , that cefation hath happened un- 
to this body, (b that it is deflitute offenfc and depri- 
ved of motion. But when he faw that which dwelc 
in this houfe, that now it had departed before the 
houfe was deftroyed , and that it had left the fame 
when it was whole.he thought it moft probabfothat 
now it would not return to the body after it was fo 
torn and rent. In the mean time , the whole bodf 
fcemed contemptible unto him, and of no woe th. Ml 
refpeft of that thing, which as he was perfwaded, 
did once inhabit that body , and had afterwards re- 
linquifhed the fame : therefore he applyed himfett 
wholly to think of that thing, what it was, and after 
what manner iW, arid what had joyned it to the 
body, whither it had gone, out of what gate itwenc 
when it patted out of the body, what caufc had dri- 
ven it away , whether it went forth unwillingly or 
willingly,and if it went forth willingly, whatcaufe 
had made the body fo odious to it,that it had depart- 
ed therefrom. By all thefe things his thoughts were 
troubled , and all care for its body paffed out of h« 
mind, and he threw it away ; and he now felt > chat 
the thing which was gone was the Mother which did 
fo indulge him, and give him mil^ and that all its 
actions proceeded therefrom ,' and not from this «»- 
profitable body , and that this body was whoUyM 
in plate »f an injlrumeni unto it, and like the ftaff 
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> which he himfelf ufed to tight with the beafo,* s 

his dcure more to any thing , but to that, in , 
meantime, that body began to ftmk. aid noil 
fmeils to tumc therefrom , fo that he had the g ilf 
averfion from it.and witoed rather not to fee if. S 
ter wards it felj out, that he fa w two Raven filtl 
againft one another, untill the one had kS 

SSriiifS^ T^ ba l ,iV ^ d ^"tofcra 1 «t 

cartb.tJllKmadea hole wherein it covered the dead 

Thcnhefaid with himfelf, how well hath th s £| 

i I 9 °u '■ 1° c ? vcnn 8 < be ca "ion of its neighbour 

'JSjS • Id °' hl$UB ">niy Mother? therefore k 

aSS^ST 1 havir, S ca( i its bod y te» 

h ^ • K rC L° n; But he P'°«eded to think c 
that thing which governed the body ; but he di 

not apprehend what fort of thing it was, but th 
obfervmp all the Goats one by o'ne , Kw them 
be of the fame figure and form with his Mother; 

3 mnt, W h !f movcd and * ovcrn «* hi $ Mother, 
Goat Z 7™ g ° VCrn i Cm l ? nc oi thcm - ** 
lifc^nm T m ? d V and lovcd lhcm f <* their 

tor tome time, beholding d.verfe kinds of living 

nT S r m ^ P, Tr ' i and m,kin S a W the fcor I 
of that Ifland and feeking if he could find any like 

find no Lh l m ' ny n k C t0 T anoc h«,but he could 

hod no iucn thing. But when he fa w the Ifle everv 
where compaffed with the S M L~!uZlu i! " 
™ r»i.»r r *« j I I Vn aca » nc bought there was 

certttori™ ?n^" h !f '^r ^ nd happened at a 
certain time, m fomc dry Wood,that by the coilifion 
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of Branches one upon another, fire came to be kind* 
led, which he beholding, heA»lomcwhatthatdul 
terrific him, and being a thing he was not ufed unto. 
I he flood long admiring it: nor ceafed hc by little 
and little to draw near unto it, and perceiving its rt- 
diant light and wonderful efficacy, that it took hold 
of nothing , but it converted it into its own nature ? 
therefore, in admiration of the thing , and from an 
innate boldnefs and courage , which God had put 
in his nature , he was induced to put his hand to it, 
and he would take hold fomewhat of it : But when 
hc felt it to burn his hand, and that he could not hold 
it, he elTayed to take a ft ick which the fire had not 
wholly occupied,and taking hold of that part which 
was yet entire, when the fire was in the other part, 
he did the matter eafily , and brought it to the place 
where heabode.and hc withdrew to his Den, which 
he had chofen for himfclf, as commodious for his 
dwelling $ nor ceafed he to propagate the fire , nou- 
riihing it with ftubble and dry wood, and frequent- 
ed it night and day , for the delight and admiration 
of it. , But that which encreafed his converfe with 
it at night, was, that in the night feafon, itfupplyed 
unto him the vice of the Sun, in refpect of light antT 
heat, fo .that he MbeM with a moft great defire ot 
it, and he efteemed it the moft excellent of all things 
prefent with him. Alfo,(cing it al wayes to can up- 
wards and to afcend, he pevfwaded himfel .that it 
was one of thofe heavenly fubftances which he law, 
and he tryed its force on all things, throwing them 
into it, on which k prevailed more or kite, accor* 
ding to the difpofuion of the body which he did cat* 
into it, as it was more or lcffe fit to be kindled. 
Among other thingswhich he did caft into it, for 
the trying of its ftrength, there were fomc ot tneie 
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animalswhichlivein the Sea, which the Sea had 
ctft upon the ftiore,which being rofted with the fire, 
and thefmeU of them rifing up, his appetite was 
ftirred up , fo that he tafted Tome what of them; 
which when it was acceptable to him, he accuftom- 
ed himfelf to the eating of flefh , and he ufed arts to 
catch diem both in the Sea and the Land , uncill he 
was skilful of them : and hi* love grew towards the 
fire , bacaufc by the means thereof, diverfe kinds of 
good victuals were furnifhed unto him which he 
found not before. And when his affe&ion was ve- 
hement thereunto, both for the^ood erfc&s which he 
faw it had, and alfo for its great ftrength, it came in- 
to his mind, that that thing which had gone forth out 
of the Heart of his Mother the Goat which nourifhed 
him, was either of the fame fahjlame therewith, or of 
aiike nature. He was confirmed in this fentence, by 
the heat which he obferved in all living Creatures 
while they lived, and by the cold which happened 
unto them after death, both continual, without any 
intermiflion ; al(b by the great heat which he found 
with himfelf m his brcaft, anent that place which he 
had differed in the Goat. Hence it came into his 
mind, that if he did take any living Creature and 
did open its Heart, and fhould look into that ven- 
tricle which he found empty in his Mother ; when 
he opened it, it ihoufd come to pafs, that in this liv- 
ing Creature, he (hould find it full of that which 
dwelt there, and lo he (hould be certain, if it was of 
the fame hibftance with the fire, and if any light or 
heat was m it or not, Therefore, taking a wild 
Beaft, he bound its Oioulder , and in the fame man- 
ner he dilkctcd it as he had done the Goat his Mo- 
ther, uncill he came to its Heart; and haUngfirfi 
mtdUd with its left fide , he opened it , and he ftW; 
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the receptacle full of air , like unto t vapour as 
a white cloud ; then putting in his finger , he tound 
it fo hot, that it burnt him: but immediately tnac 
living Creature died ; whence he certainly conclude 
ed, that that moift vapour was it which gave moti- 
on to the living Crcature.and fo in all the living crea- 
tures of whatever kind , that there is iomewhat like 
thereunto,which departing, the living creature diem.* 
Then a great defire fiezed on his mind to enquire in- 
to the other members of the living creatures, that he 
mieht find out their difpofition and place, quantity 
and quality, and the manner of their mutual knit- 
ting, and how that moift vapour was furnifhed un- 
to them, fo that all things live thereby, how that 
vapour remamcth alive > how long it remainetn, 
whence it is fupplied, and how its heat penlheth not. 
All thefe things he tried, difleft ing wild beafts both 
living and dead : nor ceafed he accuratly to enquire 
into them, and ftretch his thought, until in all thefe 
things he attained unto the degree of the greatcft My. 
flicks of Nature. And now it became man itelt unto 
him that every particular Animal, although it had 
many members, and diverfe fenfes and motions, is 
yet one in refpeft of its fpirit, which derived us ori- 
eine from one Center , whence its divifion into all. 
the other members had its rife, and that all I the mem- 
bers ferved unto that, or were furmlhed thereby. 
But that the office of that fpirit in ufing the body, 
was like unto one who fighteth with his enemies 
with armour of all forts , or who hunteth after a 
prey of all kinds, both in land and fca, and pre- 
pared! fome inftrument to every kind, whereby to 
catch it. But the armour whereby man hghteth, is 
divided into thefe, whereby he rcpelleth any evil of- 
fered unto him from others, and thefe vvhercby te 
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offercth dammage unco others: and in the fame 
manner the inftruments of catching are divided into 
thefe which arc fit to eatch fifties , and thefe which 
arc fit to catch other creatures belonging to the earth. 
Alfo the things which he ufed for cutting , were di- 
vided into them that were fit for cleaving, and therri 
fit for breaking, and them fit for bor boring. And 
although the body was one > yet he ufed it fcvcral 
waves, according to theufe of every inftrument, and 
according to the obtaining the ends he propofed. 
After the fame manner he judged that the animal 
fpirit was one, the a&ion whereof was the feeing, 
when he ufed the inftrument of the eye ; and the 
aftion whereof was the hearing, when he ufed that 
of the ear ; and the aftion whereof was the fmelling, 
when he ufed that of the nofejand the action where- 
of was the tafting, when he ufed that of the tongue; 
and the action whereof was the touch, when he ufed 
that of the skin and flefh ; and the a&ion whereof 
was motion* when he ufed any member ; and the 
aftion whereof was nutrition and perception of the 
aliraent,when he ufed the liver ; and unto every one 
of thefe aftions there were fubfervicne members: 
but none of them could do their office but by means 
ofthat which was derived into it, by that (pint by 
pajf/agef, which are called the arteries: fo that how 
oft thefe paflages were either broken cfF, or flopped, 
the action ofthat member fhould ceafe. Now thefe 
arteries derive that fpirit from the ventricles of the 
brain, the brain receivcth it fiom the heart: but 
there is great abundance of fpirit in the brain, be- 
cause that is the place wherein many partitions are 
varioufly divided : but if any member by any means 
be deprived of this fpirit, its aftion ceafeth, and it 
becometh as an abjeft infirumcnt.which none ufeth, 
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jS? °TrSr h "d' om™ lltion b,cuah t him. 
SheK Cached the third fevemh ^J™K 
^ 1. .wiorheii.vearof us age. Ana witrun, 
KSS h found out many mvemiom, 
td he cloS himfelf with the to. of be»S* 
which he haddiCfcfted, and he made (hoes to h.«n 
felf therewith, making threeds of hairs, . 

wdofthebarkofcheteeds f«^.«± T** 
lows, malve-s, hemp, or plants of that 
LimI whofe rinds were fit to be thteed : and he naa 
i^odo thefe thin R » from the former life of the 
Xs i and he mid. himfclf awles of ftrong b> ,«fc 
a„d Canes (batpciied on the flones: But he learnccl 
?he Art of building from what he faw done by the 
fwaUows : Alfo he made himfelf a bed, and a place 
where to put the remnants of his meat ,. alio he de- 
fend dh with a door made of Canes joynedtoge- 
S!£r thit no beafl thou d come thither whtn he 
S« ibleSm any bulincfs. Alfo he caught ra- 
1..1. rhi- heb of which he ufed in fowling V 
Xh SfotSlf. that he might have 

Sdte fe P Wes : al? thefe things he did becaufe 
^faw h ml?lf defttee of 'natural armour. And 
^aw when he faw rhat his hand fupp lied the d e e« 
o?riUhoft things, andthatnoneof.il the few of 
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beafts refilled him, but that they fled from him, and 
overcame him by running, he invented fome device 
whereby to remeed this , unto which thing he 
thought nothing more profitable to him, then to 
tame fome of the beafts that vf ere of a fwift courfe, 
and to feed them with convenient food, until he 
could get upon themcafily, and thereby might pur- 
fue the other kinds of beafts. Now there were in 
that Ifle wild horfes, aridaffes, whereof he choof- 
ing fome as feemed fit unto him, he tamed them, un- 
till by their means he obtained his defire : and when 
c he had made of ropes and skins which fuf- 

Sadles. ficed for bridles, and other furnifhing, he 
accomplifhed what he expefted of getting 
hold of thofe beafts , which other wife by no Art he 
could attain. He difcovered all thefe various inven- 
tions, while he was occupied in differing, and in 
tbeftudyoffcarching out the properties of all the 
fcartafof the animals, and wherein they differed one 
from another : and that in that fpace of time as we 
have declared, of twenty one years. Then he be- 
gan to expatiat further in contemplation , and to 
view all bodies which are in this world obnoxious 
to generation and corruption, as the divcrfe forts of 
animals, plants, minerals, and dtoerfe {bids of /tones, 
gndalfo the earth, and the belter, the exhalations, the 
ice, thefnefo, the bail, the fmoa^ the hoar- fro ft, the 
fire andheat ; in which he obferved diverfe qualities 
and actions, and motions partly agreeing among 
themfelves, partly difagrecinp. While he gave his 
mind ferioufly to the contemplation of thefe things, 
he faw them to agree in part of their qualities,and in 
part to difagree, and that they were one in the refpeft 
of that wherein they agreed, but in the refpetf of that 
wherein they differed, that they were many and >*• 
- rious 
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rious. So when he looked into the properties of 
things, as diftinguifhed from one another , he faw 
them fo various and manifold, that they exceeded 
number, and that the nature of things was fo large- 
ly diffufed, that it could not be comprehended. Al- 
fo his own ejfente feemed manifold unto himfelf, 
while he confidered that he had diverfe members, 
every one diftinft from anojher by fome peculiar 
aftion or property. Alfo viewing every one of thefe 
members, he faw it could be divided into very many 
parts, whence he concluded itseffence to be manifold, 
and in the fame manner the effence of every thing. 
Then preparing himfelf to another contemplation, 
after a fecond manner, he faw all his members , al- 
though many» tobefoconnexed, that there was no 
difcord at all amongft them, but were after a man- 
ner one, and thit they differed not, but in refpeft of 
thediverfity of aftions ; and that this diverfity pro- 
ceeded from the force of the animal fpirit , the nature 
of which by fpeculation he had firtt difcovered : 
and that this fpirit was one in effence, and that the 
true reafonohhc effence was the fame, and that all 
the other members were but as inftruments , and in 
this refpeft he faw his eflence to be one . From this 
he turned himfelf to all the forts of animals , and he 
faw that every one of them was one in this manner or 
contemplation : then particularly confidering them 
as goats, horfes, a(Jes, and all forts of fowls accor- 
ding to their kinds, he faw the individuals of every 
fort to be like one another, both as to their outward 
parts, and inward apprehenfions, motions, and 
inclinations,and they differed net among themielves, 
but in fome few thing? , in refpec* of thefe vjberem 
they agreed : whence he concluded , that the //*- 

n't which was in the whole f^h was one thing, 
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tnd differed not otberwife,feut that it was diftributed 
into divetfc hearts; To tjut if it were poffible that the 
•tohbleoi it» which is now {flattered in thole hearts, 
could be collected and put into one veffel, im the 
rtbole fhould be one thing ; tike on water , or liquor 
firlt difperfed intodivcrfe vcflels, and again gather- 
edintoooe, which in both (iates, bothofdifpcrfion 
ind collection was on^ thing; but that multtplmt) 
had beWlen it in fome rcfpcCT. 

In this manner of contemplation , he law the 
whole fpecies to be one , and he concluded the mul- 
tiplicity of individuals to be but like the multiplicity 
of members in one perfon,which are not indeed many. 
Then he concluded toiiavc all the fpecies of antmlt 
prefent in his raind.and cmifideringthem,^/4&» 
all agree in this, that they had fenfd and were noun- 
fhed, and did move themfelves of their own accord, 
whither they would; which anions now he did 
know to be the actions moft proper to the animal 
fpirit, but that other things , wherein they differed 
after this agreement , were not fo proper to the ani- 
mal fpirit. From this confidcration , it was tmm- 
feft to him , that the animal fpirit , in the whole kind 
of animals, was indeed but one, although there was 
fome /»"// difference which Tb« proper more to one 
fpecies then another , as of one water put into dhw 
Ve/jils, perhaps one part may be hotter then another, 
refembling that which is in one degree of coldnefs, 
which is proper to that animal fpirit in ope Jptats : 
and then, as that whole Wei is one, fo alfois the ant- 
Mrf/fojrit one, although in fome refpett, multiplicity 
■fbcfallen it : And fo in this manner of conn- 
otation, he fawthc whole kind of atihnals to be one. 
Then alfo having ohferVed the Various forts of Plants^ 
he fawthc individuals of every fort to be like one 

another} 




another, as to the Branches, leaves, Flowers, fruits 
and Aftions,and comparing them with the ftnumtf; 
he knew , that there was fome onetbujg of which all 
were partakers, which in tbem relemblefl the/ pnjt in 
animals, and that they were all in refpeft thereof, w 
thing, and fo viewing the whole kind of Plants , he 
concluded them to be all me, in refpedt oKtbc agrcc- 
ment which he faw in their anions, to m%. tUt.tbe j 
were nourifhed and did grow. Then with one con- 
ception of his mind , he joyned together the whole 
\ind of animals zwd plants, and he faw (hem all to 
agree in this, that they received n6uri(hment and 
growth; but thatthe animals exceeded the rlants t 
and excelled in «;his«.*^t#tj> ; bad fenfe and percepti- 
on: and yetfiomewhat li^eiliertunto fctnicdtp.be 
in the Plants, as that their Flowers turned themfelves 
to the Sun, and their Roots moved themfelves to that 
part which gave them nounfbmtnt, and other acti- 
ons of this nature : whence it appeared to him » that 
both Plants and Animals were one thing, in refpeft 
of one thing common to both , ^hich tn one of them, 
was more perfect and complear, but in the other was 
retrained by fome impediment; like to water di- 
vided in two parts , one part whereof is cqngeajed, 
another fluid. Thus far he conduded.that the Plants 
and Animals were one thing. Then he, did con- 
templat the bodies which have neither fenfe nor nu- 
trition,nor growth, fuch as the Stones, the Earth, the 
Water, the Air and the Fire, all which he law to be 
bodies having dimenfions , Vi%. longitude , .latitude 
md profundity , and that they differed not otbertife 
among themj elves, thtn that fome were colcure d.others 
without colourifome hot,others coJd.With other fuch, 
differences; he faw alio fuch a« were hot to become 
cold* and the cold to become hot : alfo he faw the 
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water to be converted into vapours , and again that 

of the vapours , water came to be generat ; and that 
whatever was burnt, to be turned into cinders, a(nc$, 
flame and fmoak, and that the fmoak while it atten- 
ded, meeting with any done- arch, there it ftuck to- 
gether, and became like to other earthly fubftances : 
whence it appeared to him, that all thefe things were 
one , although in fome refpefl: , multiplicity had be- 
fallen them, in the fame manner as to Animals and 
Plants. Then confidering with himfelf, that ^here- 
in be perceived the Plant! and Animals to be united , he 
faw , that neteffarUy there was fome body like unto 
them,having longitude,latitude and profundity, and 
to be either hot or cold , as one of thefe other bodies, 
which neither have fenfe , nor receive nourilnment } 
but that they differed from them, in anions flowing 
therefrom.no otherwife»then in refpeft of the organs 
which belong to the Plants and Animals * and per- 
haps that thofe aft ions were noteflential,but derived 
thereunto from fome other thing : fo that if in the 
fame manner , they were deferred unto thofe other 
bodies, thofe (hould be like unto this. Therefore, 
confidering tbis in its efonce,ts denuded of thefe acti- 
ons, which at firft view, feemed thence to flow, he 
faw it was no other thing , but a body of the lame 
kind with them : from this contemplation it ap- 
peared unto him, that all bodies were one thing.both 
thefe that had life, and thefe who had not, and thefe 
that moved, as thefe who retted ; but that it appear- 
ed , that actions proceeded from fome or them , by 
rcafonof the organs, which anions he knew not 
whether they were clTential » or other wife derived 
unto them. In this ftate , he confidered nothing in 
his mind but bodies ; and after this manner , he faw 
the whole/a^H of the Creatures to be ont thing, 

which 



which at the firft view he thought to be many, »ftfc 
^number or end. And in this judgnw : and 
ftate he remained for fome time : Then ^ confider- 
ed all bodies both living and without lift . which 
once feemed to him ont tbwgM other times many and 
innumerable: but he faw, that every one of them «*■ 
(tffarih bad one of thefe two things in them, w^. that 
either they afpired upwards , as fmoak, flame aim 
air.when detained under the water, or that they mo- 
ved contrari wife, i.e. downwards, as the watcr,and 
parts of the Earth.and of Animals and Plants j but 
that none of thofe bodies arc free fonioimof i *«. 
motions or reft, but when fome impediment hinder- 
eth which flop their way , as when a ftowMcend- 
ing , findeth the furface of the earth fo hard , hat it 
cannot pierce it i which if it could do, it would not 
defift from its motion, as is manifeft. Therefore, it 
thou lift it up, thou (halt find it refifteth thee, from 
its propenfion whereby it is carried downwards, 
feeking to defcend. In the fame manner, the fmoak 
in its afccnding,isnot retted, unlefs it meet with a 
hardPcnd (or Arch) which .rcftraincth it, then 
will decline to the right and left hand .but where i it 
hath efcaped that Pend , it afcendeth , breaking 
thrcAigh the air , which cannot reftrain it. , He iia j 
alfo, that the air, where a bag of Skin* is filkc I with 
it and hard (topped , if thou put it under th e water, 
it will endeavour to afcend, and wreftleth againlt 
what holdeth it under the water, nor ceafeth i it to > do 
fo , umill it come to the place of the air ; * * Jg" 
it hath come out of the water ; but then it rettethj 
that reluftancy and propenfion to move up wards 
which firft it had, departing from it. A^«»- 
quired, if he could find any body, whicj at any time 
wanted both thefe motions , or the inchnatiom umo 




them ; hut he found none among thefe bodies prefcnt 
with him: but this he fought, being de firous to find 
it. that from thence he might perceive the nature of a 
body, af it is a body, without any quality adjoyncd, 
of thefe vvhich induce multiplicity; But when this 
was difficult unto him, and having considered thefe 
bodies, which among others were Ids fubje&ed unto 
thefe qualities, he faw them no wife to be deftitute 
of one of thefe two qualities, which are called toeigb. 
fintfs and lightnefs: he then confidercd whether 
toeightimfi and Ugbtnefs agreed unto a body, as it it a 
body, or unto a notion fuperadded unto corpo- 
reity; 

But it fecmed unto him that they agreed unto a 
notion, fuperadded unto corporeity ; for if they be* 
longed unto a body, as a body, there (hould nobody 
be fbund> in whom both of tbem were not : but if 
we find a heavy thing without all lightnefs, and a 
light thing having no heavincts : and thefe things 
without doubt are two bodies, in every one of which 
there is fome notion, whereby it is diftinguKhed from 
the other, that is fuperadded unto corporeity ; and 
that notion is the thing whereby the one differed! 
from the other, which if it were not, they fhould be 
one thing in every refpe&. It was therefore manifcft 
unto him that the effence of both thefe, to wit, of a 
heavy and light thing, is compounded of Wo notions, 
in the one of which they both agree, and that is the 
notion of corporeity, the other is that , whereby the 
effence of the one differeth from the other: and that 
iswdighcinefs (or gravity) in the one, and lightnefs t 
(or levity) in the other : which notions ( whereby " 
the one alcendeth , the other defcendeth J are joyn- 
ed unto the notion of corporeity. 

Aifothushedidcoutemptat the other bodies of 
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things, both having and wanting life; an<J be M 
the true reafon of everyones effence to be compound- 
ed of a mom'm of corporeity, and of tome othhrthft^ 
fuperadded unto corporeity : whether that thing; 
was one, or manifold : And (6 the/^»woF bodies 
appeared unto him , according to their dfyertftfy *» 
Thefe were the fitft things which became kntiwn to 
him of the fptritual f»orld, fee ing thefe forms Ale fMch 
as arc not perceived by fenfc; but art perteived • 
fome way by intellectual fpeculatlon. A«d akiong 
things of this kind which appeared unto: him, t ap^ 
peared unto him that the animal fpirit( thereat, 
whereof is the heart , and which we have abov* ex- 
plained) neceffaiily hath fome notion fuperaW 
unto corporeity ,whereby it was fit to do thefe ypn* 
derful works, out of the various manners 6fFen|atH 
on, and diverfe ways of apprehending , and tl| di- 
verfc kinds of motions, and that that notion wis its 
form and difference, whereby it is diftinguiflicd Irooi 
other bodies, and that is it which the PbilqfyBers 
call the Animal, i, <?. the fenptiVe foal : and fo that 
thing which fupplieth uqto riant 5, the vice of tfiera- 
dital beat \n animals, is fome what proper unto them, 
which is their form , and that which the Ptlilofo- 
phers call the vegetative foul: And thus j that 
there is fomewhat proper unto all bodies of jjnimat 
things (and thefe are they which are found, Mdq 
Animals and Plants, in the world of generation and 
corruption ) by the power whereof every one of 
them performeth the aft ion proper thereunto, as 
various forts of motions, and kinds of fenfible qua- 
lities, and that thing li the, form of every ohe 
of them , ( and is that which Philofophers figni- 
fie by the name ol HftHH. And when but of jhis 
contemplation, ft 'certainly appeared to him. 
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that the true effehce of chat Animal Spirit , to 
which his mind was continually intent, was 
compoffd of motion, of corporeity , and fome other 
notion added thereunto , and that the notion of this 
corporeity was common to it w Mi other bodies , but 
that the other notion joyncd thereunto , was peculiar 
unto it The notion of corporeity became of no efteem 
unto rjm, and he reje&ed it, and his mind did alto- 
gether cleave unto that fecond notion , which is ex- 
preffd under the name of the S$ah t the true reafon 
for nanner) of which he defired to attain>therefore 
he rued his thoughts upon it » and made the begin- 
nin( of his contemplation,by considering all bodies, 
not** bodies? but «5 having/ivwi whence the proper- 
fwneceffarily flow , whereby they are diftinguilhed 
one from another : and inftantly profecuting this 
notim, and comprehending it in mind* he fa w the 
whcie multitude of bodies to agree in fome form t 
wheice fome action , or actions proceeded > but he 
fa w fome part of that multitude , although agreeing 
witH all in that form > yet to have another form fu* 
pera&ded thereunto* from which fome actions flow- 
ed : alfo, he faw fome claffe of that part , although 
agreeing with that part in the firft and fecond form* 
to be diftinguiChed from them in a third fu per added 
form.ufhcncc fome actions flowed » ( *»£. all earth- 
ly bodies, as Earth, Stone Minerals, Plants, Animals, 
and all other heavy bodies* they make up one mul- 
titude which agree in the fame form . from whence 
floweth their motion downwards, fo long as nothing 
hinders them to defcend, and when by any force they 
are moved upwards.and then are permitted to them- 
felves.by the force of their ovinform they tend down- 
v..uds ) but fome part of this kind , as Plants and 
Animals , although they agree with the former mul- 
titude 



tirade in that/im, they have yet another form, from 
whom nutrition and accretion do rW But »*«• 
tlm is, when that which is nourithed piaceth fome- . 
what in the room of that which hath been taken 
from it, by converting fome matter having affinity 
with it.which ic dra wech unto it (elf, into a fubttance 
like to its own : But accretion is a motion nnto the 
three dimenfions of longitude, latitude and profun- 
dity, according to a Jul* proportion j and thele two 
anions are common to Plants and Animals .and 
without doubt ariie from S form common te* ( both, 
and that is it which is called the Ufftmve Soul: but 
fome of this part , and particularly the An imals,al- 
thoufch they have the firft and (ccoadform j , common 
with that part.yet they have a third fupcradded form, 
from whence come fenfation and motion from place 
to place. Alio he faw every peculiar //>«!« of Mu 
mds , having fome property whereby it is divided 
from other jpecus , and is diftinguilhed and different 
from them ; and he knew that it flowed from tome 
form proper thereunto, which was fupcradded to 
the notion of its form, common to it with other Ani- 
mals, and fo the fame to befall all forts of Plants. 
And it was mamfeft unto him, that as touching thele 
fenfible Bodies which are in the world, of generati- 
on and corruption , the clTencc of fome of them is 
compounded of more notions fupcradded to the no- 
tion of corporeity > and that of otheis is compouiul- 
cdof fewer: and he knew, that the knowledge ot 
the /titer, was more eafic unto him then that ot the 
' more - and firft he enquired to find the knowledge ot 
the twWn ot the firm of fome thing.whoe elicnce 
confifled of fewer things. But he r law th« che 
efleiices of Animals and Plants confifted of many 
notions t becaufe of the diverfe kinds of &«™£ 
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them. So alfo as to the parts of die Earth, he fa« 
fome more fimple then others, and he propofed unto 
himfelf to contemplat the moft fimple forms of all 
things , as much as poftible ; and (o he obferved, 
that the ^afer was a thing not of a manifold com. 
pofition,becaufe of the fewnefs of the anions which 
proceeded from its form. The fame he alfo obfery. 
<:d of the Fire and A it : and now formerly it had 
come into his mind , that of thefe four , fome w«e 
converted into one another, and therefore, that there 
was fome one thing which all did participate , anil 
that was the notion of corporeity ; but it behoved 
that thing to be denuded of thole notions , whereby 
thefe four were mutually diftinguifhed one from 
another, and that it neither moved upwards not 
downwards, nor was hot, nor cold, normoift»not 
dry, becaule none of thefe qualities is common to all 
bodies, and therefore it belonged not unto a body,« 
a body; and if a body could be found, wherein were 
no other form fuperadded to corporeity, none of 
thefe qualities (hould be in it , and it were impoflibtt 
that any quality (Wild be in it, butthat which 
agreed toali bodies, informed with forms of whatto- 
ever kind. Therefore, he considered with himfelf, if 
any one adjuntf could be found which was common 
to all bodies, both animati and inanimatj buthe 
found nothing that agreed unto all bodies , but the 
notion of cxtciifion unto the three, dimenfions which 
is found in all bodies , and thac is it which they call 
longitude, latitude and profundity ; theicforc he 
Knew thlinotim belonged to a body, as a body. But 
theexiftence of a body did not offer it felf to his 
fenfe, which had only this adjuntt, fo that it had not * 
fome other notion fuperadded to the former exten- 
fion , fo as to be void of all other forms. Then as 

con- 



, rtrt «rnine this extenfion urito three dimenfions, M 

,* rhat no other was in it>or it the matter was otner- 
w,t But he (aw beyond this extenfion . another 
ltm t which :*»• that wherein j thisextcnfioti did ex- 
ift, aid that this extenfion could not alone fubfiti by 
ftlfs nor could that which was extended fubfift by 
itfef without extenfion. And the fame he i conlt- 
IK her with himfelf, in fomeot thefe fenfible 
bodiel indued with forms , as (*.*) the^.and 
he faw>that When any figure was made 01 it,as iphe- 
lical, that it had longitude, latitude ; and proiundity, 
according unto fome proportion ; then it that lame 
Sphere were taken, and were converted into t Qutj 
& or oval Figure, that the longitude, latitude and 
profundity came to be changed, and to have Mother 
proportion then formerly they had, but tbatthe clay 
is the fame and is hot changed , but that of rieccHuy 
it hath longitude, latitude and profundity, or what- 
foever proportion it be, and chat » « n "^»J 
want them : but that out of their fucceflive muta on 
therein.it was manifeft to him, that they had a mtm 
different from the clay j but becaufc "f ^™' 1 * 
altogether deftitute of them, it was clear to him 
that they were of itseffence. So "JP^W 1 ? 
out of this contemplation . .that a body , n M>> > 
really compofed of two notw,- the one wht eot iup 
plyeththeroomof the clay m t h.i «»*P lc j a £ 
itsfphcricalthape ; the other fuftaineth .the pac ot 
the longitude, latitude and profunduy in ^the ipheri 
cal.fquare , or any other hgure ; and tha no boJy 
can be uhdetftood, but what is made "P^^ 

nonon, and that ^^ t ^^^t 
out the other ; but that tne 101m wui _ ^ 
chaw»Und fucceflivcly put on various figure^*™ 
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that was extenfion) did refemblethe form in all bodiei 
indued with forms : but thac which remained in the 
lame ttate ( and that was it, which in the former ex* 
ample l'upplied the room ot the clay ) did referable 
the notion ot corporeity, which was in all bodiei, 
indued with form; but this which is in the place of 
theclay in this example , is that which the Philolb- 
phci s call the matter , and the byle, which is attoge- 
cher naked of forms. 

And when h» contemplation had reached thus 
fan andthad lomewhat departed (tomfenfible thirty 
and that he had now approached to the bo.ders of 
the intellectual World , he was fomewhat aftonifhed, 
and he enclined unto that of the fenfiblc world , to 
which he was accurxomed : Therefore he retired a 
!ittle,and left the body in fyn</,becaufe it was a thing 
which his fenle could not conceive , nor could he 
comprehend it \ and he did take unto his confidera- 
tion the moftfimple of the fcnfible bodies which he 
faw , and thefe were the four which his fpeculation 
had been formerly occupied about. And firft , he 
coniidercd the Water and he law, when it was per- 
mitted co be in that ftatc which its form required, 
that a leufiblc cold appeared therein , and a propen* 
lion (o move downward » buc when it was warmed 
with the fii cor heat of the Su:i, that firtt the cold 
went from it. buc the propenfion to move downwards 
remained j buc when it was vehemently heated, thac 
then alio its propenfion to move downward depart* 
cd therefrom, and that it enclined upwards* andfo 
both thelequ lines wnoily departed from it , which 
3 1 * ayes flowed from it and its form. Nor was 
there any thing further known to him of its form, 
but that tro.mhencc proceeded thefe two a&ions.and 
wncu thefe t wo aft ions had forfaken it , the rtajon of 
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the form was altogether cafcn away, ard the *'ft»3| 
hm departed from that body, "hen aft ions flowd 
herefrom which were proper to arife from anocher 
km, and that another form did a rife which was 
not in it before, and aftion. flowed ib«J™;-™ 
nature of which was not to proceed therefrom* while 
it was endued with the former. 

Bot he knew that it was nccctTary , tha t eve* 
thine which is newly produced, nccdeth a producer, 
and from this contemplation, feme univetfal and di- 
ftinii impreflton was made in his mind, ot the e - 
fcftor ot that form. Then he direfted hi* fpcculau- 
on further unto thefe forms, the knowledge of which 
he had fitft attained, prefenting them one af er ano- 
ther. And he faw that they all cxifted of the **, 
and neaffat ily flood in need of an tfMfor. Jhen 
heconfidcred the e/fences of the fomu Jjd he law 
them to be nothing cKe, then fuch a diftoftoon ofthe 
bodj from which thefe aftions flow > *.g. m™** 
which when it is vehemently heated , it is oilpoierJ 
to move upwards, and is made fit thereunto, and 
that difpoficion is its form : for there is nothing here 
but a body, and fomethings flowing there.rom, 
which are perceived by thefenfc, which formerly 
didnotcxitt, as the qualities and motion, and the 
effector which produced them, after they did not 
tuft. But the aptitude of the body to other moti- 
ons more then to others, is itsdifpofition and form 
and the fame appeared unto him of all other g 
Alfo it was manifeft to him, that the aa.ons which 
flowed from them, did not really £ °"6 ^J"* 
buttothe e/rflw , who by thofe aftionj Produced 
thofe attributes which are a/ct ibed unto them vf and 

that notion which W*^™ 10 * 1 ?^?^ 
isfpokenby themeflengcrotGod, I m hi btmn^ 
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hy \»hkb be bearetb, and bis feem£, by tohifh be fetfy 
and in the text of the Alcoran, [Cap. ALAn$h<A t \ 
Ton ba\>e not filled tbem, but God bath filled tkm ; tni 
thou baft; not cafl tbem doftn , but God bath cajl thin 
dofon.) But when he came to the knowledge of thii 
Hjfettor ( or Efficient Caufe) which appeard to hin 
generally and indiftinftly, a vehement defire ftcftd 
on him to know the fame diftin&ly. But becaufc 
he had not withdrawn himfclf as yet from the (en- 
able world , he began to (cck after this toltmki) 
agent among the fcnfible things: nor yet did he knoti 
Whether it was one or many : therefore he con(id«« 
ed all bodies prefent, to wit, thefe to which former- 
ly his thoughts were fixed continually ; and he fav 
that all of them were fometime generated » and 
fometime corrupted, and if he (aw any of them not 
wholly corrupted, he faw parts of them corrupted, 
e.g. as to water and earth, he faw the parts of both 
corrupted by the fire, and alfo he faw the air fo cor* 
TUpted with the grcatnefs of the cold , that from 
thence fnow came to be generated* and that again 
from that came water : and alfo as to other bodies 
prefent, he faw nope of them which did not cxift ot 
the Mb, and needed not a Voluntary Agent : therefore 
he rejected all thefe things* and turned his thoughts 
unto the heavenly bodies. 

Thus far by his contemplation he had advanced 
about the end of the fourth feptenary of bis age, that 
is, in the fpace of i8. years. Now he knew that the 
Heavens and all the Stars therein , were bodies ex- 
tended according to the three dimenfions of longi- 
tude v -latitude, and profundity; and ihac none of 
them wanted this property* and whatever wanted 
not this property was a body ; therefore that they 
were, all bodies. Then he confidcred with himfclf if '' 
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thev were infinitly extended, and did proceed unto 
a perpetual longitude, latitude, and profundity, 
without end, or if they had periods , and were cbo> 
fined with limits, where they ended, lo that there 
could be no further cxtenfiou t but here he was a 
little aftonjfhed : then by the force of his apprehen* 
(ion, and fagacity p'f under flanding, he law that ail 
infinite body was an abfurd thing, and impoMiblej 
and a notion which could not be undcrftood ; and 
this fentence was confirmed unto him by many 
arguments which occurred ; and that he fo reafpned 
with himfclf, Surely this heavenly body is finite, 
from that part which is neareft unto me, and obvi- 
ous to my fenfe. This is without all doubt, be- 
caufc I perceive it with the fight ; but alfo from that 
other part which is oppoled to this part, of which 
this doubt in me hath arifen, I know that it is im* 
poffible to be infinitly extended. For I conceive two 
lines beginning from this part which hath ah end, 
which in the profundity of the body, according to 
its extenfion , fhould go forth infinitly , then it I 
fhould fuppone, that from the one of thefe two lines 
a great part is cut off, on that fide whofe extremity 
isfinite, and then take that of it which rmaineth, 
and let the extremity of it, wherein the oft.cuWng is 
made, be applyed unto the extremity of that line, 
which hath nothing cut off from it; and let that 
line which hath fomewhat cut off it, be made paral. 
lei to that line from which nothing is cut oft, the un- 
demanding going alone with them unto that part 
which is faid to be infinite: and thou (hilt titer 
find two lines infinitly extended fo that none of 
then, is (hotter then another, and fo that line from 
which fomewhat is cutoff, (ball be equal to tU 
other from which nothing is cut oft, which w ab- 
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furd. Of if it do hot go foitb continually with it, 
but be broke off of its progreft on this fide, and ccafe 
to be co-extended with it> then it (hall be finite, and 
when that part (hall be returned unto it, which was 
formerly cut off, which was finite, the whole (hall 
be finite : then it (hall not be (horter then that other 
line from which nothing is cut off , nor (hall exceed 
it, therefore it (hall be equal unto it ? but this is fi- 
nite, therefore that alfo (hall be finite : and there, 
fore the body in which fuch lines are defigned isfi* 
nite j for every body in which thefe lines can be de» 
figned, is finite; but in every body thefe lines can be 
defigned; therefore if we determine an infinite body, 
we determine that which is abfurd and impoffible. 

And when by hit excellent ingine, which he had 
ftirred up to excogitate fuch an argument, he was 
certain that the body of the Heavens was finite , he 
would know of what form it was,, and how it was 
bounded with the ambient furfaccs : and firft having 
contemplated the Sun, and the Moon, and the other 
Stars, he faw that they all had their riling from the 
Eaft, and their fetting in the Weft, and that thefe 
which paffed through by the Vertical Point de- 
ferred the greater Circle, bur thefe which declined 
from the Vertical Point , Norrh-ward, or South- 
ward ,he faw that they defer ibed a letter Circle in it : 
and that the Circle of every one, as ic was ir.Ore re- 
mote from the Vertical Point, towards any of th: 
parit y was lefs then the Circle that was more near to 
the Vertical Point, fo that the frmlleft Circles in 
which the ftars moved , were two Circles, the one 
of which is about the South- pole, to wit, the Circle 
of the ftar Sobail (}, c , Canopi > the other about the 
North- pole, to wit, the Circle Jtpba^adam, And 
whereas he dwelt under the Equinoctial Circ/e (as 
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we firft foewd) as thefe Circles were right (orperf 
oendicular) tohisHori*on,and after the famejnan- 
Ecr both South- wards and North-wards, and both 
the Poles together appeared unto him ; alfo he ob- 
ferved. when any ftar arofe in a greater Circle , and 
another in a leffer, fothat thev arofe together, th« 
their going down was alfo at the fame time, and this 
fodid fall out in all the ftais.and at all times,wherice 
it appeared unto him that the Heavens were ot a 
round figure-, which was further confirmed I unto 
him from what he faw of the return of the Sun t Ai»n t 
and other S*<?>* unto the 2tyN after their fetting in 
the Wek and alfo that they all appeared unto him 
in the fame proportion of magnitude both at their 
rifmc, and when they came to the midft of the Hea- 
vens, and at their fetting : for if their mot.on were 
any other then Circular , of neceffity at fome times * 
they (hould be nearer to his fight then at other time?, 
and if it wc«e fo , their dimenfions ajd magnitudes 
(hould appear unto him different, and ft: (hould fee 
that when they were nearer, they foould appear 
bigger then when further off : but when it was no- 
thing fo, it was thence manifrft to him, of the round- 
nefsofits fipure: nor "ajedfeto obfervetk mo- 
tion of the Moon, and he faw berate mpvrd from 
the eafl to the the (l } and that the motions ot the fla- 
nets were the l.ta; until at laft a great part or the 
Sdenceo^ftmomy^is manifeft unto him: it ap- 
peared alio unto him that their motions were in ma- 
ny Spheres, all contained in one, ^ » tte ftt- 
preme, and which n.oveth all the reft from theEaft 
tone Weft inthefpace of a ^^/j^tl 
but the way of his progrefs in this Stiem* were long 
toexphin, and It is divulged in i^^X 
is any thing more required to our purpofe.then what 
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And vvheti he had advanced thus far iti knowledge, 
he found that the whole Qrfeftial Orb, and what- 
f YP? is contained > is as one thing, compounded of 
P*V ts joyed together* and chat all the bodies he had 
formerly confidered* as the earth, the water, the air, 
the planes, the animals, and 4II the reft of fuch things 
V*er captained there in, and patted not its limits; and 
that the whole of it, as near as could be, did refcmble 
fome individual animal,and the rtars fhining therein 
did anfwer unto the fenfes of the animal, and the 
various Spheres in contiguous to one another, did 
refcmble the members of an animal ( or living crea- 
ture ) and what was in it. of the world of genera- 
lion, and corruption, to refemblethe things in the 
belly of the animal , as the diverfc excrements and 
humours, of which alio frequently animals are cc- 
Otrat, as they are gencrat in the greater world. But 
when it appeared unto him that all thfeethings were 
indeed as fome one jubftftent, which needed a Volants 
ry Agenty and many parts of it fecmed unto him one 
thing, iq the fame kind of contemplation* as the bo- 
dies in the geuerable and corruptible world fecmed 
one ; He propofed unto himfclf to contemplate the 
wqrld generally, if it was any thing 1 which was 
geperate of the wfo , after it had not been , and had 
come forth from privation into exigence , or if it was 
*thioft> which did ever exift, and which privation 
had noways preceded : and he doubted greatly of 
this matter, and none of thefe opinions prevailed 
withhiqi : and that becaufe when he propofed to 
himfclf to believe an eternity, many obje&ioas came 
before him of the impoffibility of an infinite exijhnt, 
hccaufetheexi.ftenceoi an infinite body feemed im- 
poflible unto him; and after the fame manner he faw, 
that thai wbi^h wanted not accidents produced of the 
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ne\ is alfo produced of the tM, for u a nnot fc W 
be before them, but what cannot be aid pb? be- 
fore the accidents newly produced,!* alfo "WW* 
r Su« Alfowhenhe propofed to tafig£ 
believe a new woduftion thereof . ota otagm 
c me before him; and that bpufe he faw I* ibe 
U«otane W prodt»aion oU thing, *§**& 
notexift, could not be underftood, c*ccpt> for 
"pofcd a time that was before it . bw «™lf 
[he number of the thine* which are of the worW, 
and infeparable therefrom, therefore the ««Uar 
not be underftood porter ior unto time: and Jo he 
aUo reafoned with himfclf, if the world be produced 
S. it could not be without *»•*** , but 
this pndm who hath produced it, why did he now 

produce it, but not before? «" " f F r WSlXfi! ' 
hindredhiro* bur there was nothing bjfideabiwi 
w, ic becaufe of to **& that had happen d 
to his elTence i if lb, what hath &>*^»J^ 
nor ccafed he to confider thefe things with bir^ to 
fome years, and many w««ye nts cf ered hemf^es 
unto him, (0 that none of thole opinions ^ *"***- 

derate vhh him. But !»|«.* V'hStSSR ' 
him, he bc«»n to think w ?h hnrlcH what ncailMUy 
fX wed both C thefe opinion, : lor perhaps the <» 
fcquenceorbaboplRiw* OjouW be he fame ,£* 
he fa w, that |fhc luppo^ the *»o,ld »]* ^»gj 
of the new, and tojhavehad an exigence : afier prm* 
^ nectffarily k » culd follow, *"&"&}» 
it, own nower could not come forth ^to«ittcfice,. 
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world* and fo icfnould have cxiftcncc of the new, 
and (hould need fomewha: to produce it of the new. 
and if this fecond produtement were alfo a body, it 
(hould need a third to produce it, and tha: third a 
fourth, and fo it Qiould proceed infin id y, which is 
abfurd ; and therefore the world muft of neceflity 
have an Ejfettor, which is not a body, and it not 
being a body, there is no way to perceive it by any 
ofthefenfrs (for the five fenfes apprehend nothing 
but bodies* or what adhere unto bodies ) but when 
ic cannot be perceived by fenfe.neither can it be com- 
prehended by imagination (for imagination is no* 
thing el(e but a reprefentation of the forms of thit.gs 
perceived by fenfc , after the things themfelves arc 
abfent ) ami fring it is not a body , nor can any bo* 
dily properties be attributed unto it ; but the fu(t 
property of a body is that txtenfion into longitude* 
latitude* and profundity, but this is far from that, 
and from all the adjttntfs of bodies following this 
property ; and feing it is the efficient caufe of the 
world > no doubt it hath po *cr over the world, and 
knoweih it. Shall not bekpo'to nbo bath created? for 
be is ynofl high fa {m^ledge, and kpofbetb all things. 

He fa w alfo, that if he believed the eternity of the 
World, and that it ever was, as now it is,and that no 
privation went before, thatneccffarily it (hould fol- 
low , that motion was from eternity , without any 
period,as to its b ginning , feing no reft went before 
whence tottke its b:ginning : but every motion nc- 
cctTirily rcquireth fome mover , and that moVtr (hall 
either be fome potter diffufed in fome body, to wit, 
in the body of the thing moved , or in fome other 
body without it; or fome potoer that isnotdiffufed 
in any body, nor fpread forth therein. But now 
every po*er diftufed in any body, anddifperfed 
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through the fame , is alfo divided by thedivifiort 
hereof.and is doubled by its doubling 5 e.g. as hea- 
vinefs in a ftone which movcth it downwards, it tM 
flone be divided into two parts , alio the neavineH 
(hall be divided, and if another part equal thereun- 
to be added , alio another partot heayincfc (hall be 
added unto it j and if it could be that the ftone could 
trow infinite, alfo this heavinefs (hould grow infi- 
nite ; and if the ftone (hould come to a certain mca- 
fure of greatnefs . and (hould there remain , aKo the 
heavinefs (hould come to a certain period, and Ihould 
there remain. But now it is dcmonftratcd,tnat eve- 
ry body is ncccflarily finite, and therefore every 
power inherent (or infilled) in a body, is alfo finite. 
But if we can find (ome j>oft'*r,whicb produccth tome 
infinit effeft , that (hall be a pofw which is not in a 
body ; but wc find, that the Heavens aie moved with 
a perpetual motion, which hath no period nor ^cita- 
tion ; if we affirm that it is eternal, without bcgin- 
ning,thercforc it nccetTanly followeih.thac the Fowcr 
which moveth ic is neither in that body , nor in any 
other body without it , and therefore that it is (orne- 
thing abirraB from bodies, and which cannedc- 
fenbed by no bodily adjunct. But it *a> roani- 
left to him, from his former contemplation ot the 
gcntrable and corruptible World , that *fT l~ 
fon of the cxiftcncc of every body , is in relptct ot in 
form, which is its difpofition to variousn.ouons, but 
that itsexrtience which it hath,in refp # of tte mat- 
ter,.! very fmalUnd which can hardly be eoncrived, 
and therefore* the txiftence ot the whole World s 
in refpeft of its difpofition to the motion ot th s 
Mover, which is free from all matter , and all bodily 
, ad junft*.abftraaed from every thing which the tcnle 
can apprehend, or unto whicn, imagination can find 




/t 



mm^&^mm 



f 







(6i) 
out *h/ way : And feing he is the Effc&or of the 
motioas of the Heavens, (although differing in kind) 
fo that they are free from all difference , innovation 
(as of themfelvcs ) and ceflation ; without doube» 
he hath power over litem , and hath the knowledge 
of tbeuj* And in this manner, his [peculation reach- 
ed unto the fame Butt , which it reached unto in the 
firft manner: nor in this reiptft was it hurtful unto 
him t that he doubted whether the Wdrld was an- 
ciently or newly , whert on both parts, the exigence 
bf ah incorporeal Effector was manifeft to him, and 
which was joyncd to no body , nor feparate from 
any » and which was neither Within any body, not 
without it : for conjunction and fcparation to be 
within or without > are all the adjuncts of bodiet, 
whereof he is free. 

And feing the matter of every body necdeth fome 
form,wh< rcas it cannot lubiift but thereby,nor really 
exift without it ; but that the form hath no exigence 
really » bur from this voluntary Aftcnt , it was clear 
unto him* that all things cxiftent did need this Agent 
for their exigence > and that none of them had ex* 
iftence but by his help , and therefore, that that was 
the caufe of them, and they were the effeft (or work) 
chercof, whether they be new, by a privation going 
before their exiftence * ot whether they have no be- 
ginning > in refpeft of time » nor that any privation 
went before them : for in both Hates » they were the 
effect , and needed an efficient from which they de- 
pend>as to their cflence ; fo that they can neither re* 
main,if it remain not j nor exift, if it/cxift nut ; nor 
could be from eternity* if it were not from cternityi 
but that it needeth not thtm » but is free from them. 
And how fhould it be other wile ? for it is demon- 
ftratcd, that hispotoer and Vcrtue is infinke» but that 
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all bodies a*id whatever adhcreth unto them, *r any 
wav dependeth from them.are finiteand tetminatid* 
and therefore the whole world , and whatever itfil 
it whether it be the Hcavemtor the Earth,or the Stan, 
and whatever is among them,either above or below, 
is his *>ori and creation , and are pofterior thereunto 
in naturcalthough they were not in time j as if thou 
takeft any body in thy hand , and then moyttt thy 
hand , that body neceffarily fhall move, confequeil- 
tially at the motion of thy hand, with a motion which 
is pofterior in nature unto the motion of the hand, 
although not in time , but that both begin-together J 
So this whole world is effected and created by thin 
Efficient without time, whole commandment fo, 
when he would have a thing done , that he fay to it, 
■Be thou t and it is, . 

And when he faw all things exiftent to be his 
work, he confidcred them again. having a refpeft un- 
to the power of the Efficient , and with an admira* 
tion of fo rare a woikmanfliip, fo exact wildom and 
profound knowledge , and of a few things of thettl 
which did exift , much more of many ; thele prints 
of wildom and marvels of workmanfhip Were" 
confpkuous to him , by which he was affiled 
with great admiration , and he was lure } that alt 
thele things flowed not., but from a Voluntary agent, 
which was of ' bi&beft perfeftion , yea, above all per* 
feftion, to whom the weight of an Atonic could not 
be unknown.whethcr in the Heavens or in the Earth, 
nor any thing letter or greater then it. _ % 

Then he confined ail the k.nds of living ■crea- 
tures, how he had givm toevery one ot them the fa- 
brick of the body, and then taujf ht it to ule the lame. 
For if he had not taught the living creature to ufe 
thefe members he had given icto hud out the advan- 
tages 
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tages unto which it was appointed , it fliould per. 
ccivc no benefit thereby, but be burdened therewith • 
Hence therefore he knew,that he was the moft boun^ 
citui and moft mtrciful of all. Then when an. org 
the things that did cxift.he obferved any thing which 
had ought of ronn.or beauty ,or pcrfe&ion.or powct, 
or whatever excellency it had , in the kind of excel* 
fency heconfidered it with himfelr, and he knew it 
proceeded from the influence of that Voluntary agtnt 
of excellent glory, and from his exittenceV and by his 
operation j therefore he knew that to be the Greater, 
becaufe it was therein by M4Mr*,and that it was more 
perfc&.morc abfolute.more beautiful, more excellent, 
and more lading , and that there was no proportion 
betwixt thefe things which are in him,and the things 
which are in others : Neither ceafed he to ob r crve 
all the attributes of perft&ion, and he fa w that they 
all belonged to him* and proceeded from him, and 
that we was worthy of them 1 above any other to 
whom they fhould be afenbed. Alio , he fearched 
out all the attributes of defects, and he (aw him to 
be free of them , and feparate from them ; and how 
could he not be free of them ? For what other mo- 
tion is thi.*re of defect , but mcer privarion, or what 
depended! therefrom? And how can he have any 
fellowfhip or mixture with privation, who is a fim- 
plc beetng.of a aecclTaiy exigence inhimfelf, which 
givech exiftaicc to every exiftcnt thing, and betides 
whom there is no exigence ? For he is the Extfience, 
he n tbs Jbfoiution, be is the Verfeclion> be is the Beauty, 
be is tbi Splendor t be is the foXotr , be is the l\n^>Udge 1 
and he, he , and all things perifk befide bim. Thus far' 
his knowledge had brought him.about the end ofthe 
fifth feptenary from his birth, thac is, in the (pace of 
five and thircy years ; and the confidecation of this 

Agent 



A«nt was fo fixed in his mind, that it hindered him 
to think upon other things befide him, and he did 
forget that contemplation of the natural exittence ot 
things wherein he was , and he ceafed to enquire in- 
to them , untill he came to that, that his fight could 
not tall upon any thing, but prefently he beheld in 
itfome prints of the operation of this Agent, lothat 
prefently he turned his thoughts to the J^r,pa«ing- 
by the work, fo that his ftudy was exceedingly fixed 
upon him, and his heart was wholly abftrafted from 
the inferiour fenjibte r^orld , being wholly addicted to 
the fuperiour intellectual Mrld. And when he had 
attained the knowledge of -this fupreme Beeing, and 
permanent Existence , of whofe exiftence there is no 
caufe , but that is the caufe of the exiftence ot all 
things ; he would know by what means this know- 
ledge came unto him.and by what faculty he did ap- 
prehend this exiftent: therefore he fearched into all 
his fenfes,which are the hearing.the feeing, the lmcll- 
ing, the tailing and touching, andhefaw, that all 
thefe apprehended nothing but the body , or what ts 
in the body : ( for the hearing apprchendeth loands,, 
and thefe arifefrora the agitation of the air . by the 
collifion of bodies ; the fight apprchendeth colours, 
the fmell odors, the tafl favours, and the toutch ap- 
prchendeth temperatures, and hardnefs, and lottneto 
roughnefs and fmoothnefs ; fo alfo the phantafie ap- 
prehendeth nothing, but as it hath length , breadth* 
and depth, but thefe things which are apprehended 
arealltheadjunas of a body , and thefe letiles ap- 
prehend no other thing,becaufe they arc faculties dit- 
to fed through bodies,and divifible according to their 
divifions ; fothey apprehend nothing, but the body 
fubjefttodivifion: for this faculty, fang 11 is difru- 
fed through a divifible body,it is neceflary,that whte 
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h'ftpprehehdeth anything, it be divided according to 
iteulivifions; therefore every faculty belonging to 
the body (or incite in the body ) can apprehend no. 
thing buta body, or what is in a body.) But now 
'it-was clear, that this Seeing of neceflar exiftence , is 
frce'froni all bodily adjun&s in any rcfpe&, and 
therefore , that there is no way of apprehending the 
J* fame, but by fomcthing which is not a body , nori 
faculty inherent in the' body, nor any way depending 
from bodies, neither in a body, nor without a bodyi 
nor joyne'd to a bod.y,nor fcparate from a body* And 
•nowk was manifeft to him, that he had apprehend. 
edit by its cflence, and that he had a firm knowledge 
thereof: and thenceit was manifeft to him, that his 
own ellencc , by which he did apprehend that > was 
fomeWbat incorporeal , to which no bodily adjuncts 
agreed . and whatever corporeity he apprehended 
from his outward for exterior) part, was not the true 
reafoti of his own effence , but the true reafon of his 
own effencc was that, by which he did apprehend 
that abfolute ncccflary exiftcnt Becing. 

Therefore, when he knew that his cflence was not 
this bodily thing which he apprehended with his 
fenfes , and which the skin encompafied , his body 
leaned (omewhat altogether contemptible unto him» 
and he addi&cdhitufdi wholly to the contemplat- 
ing that noble eflence, by which he did apprehend 
that noble and neccflary exiltent Bering , and ty his 
clfencc he did confidcr that noble Bce'mg , whether it 
coul.l perifli , or be corrupted and evanifh, or were 
of perpetual duration : but he law corruption and 
(iiflblution to be of the adjuncts of bodies, and to 
come to piflc by putting off one form , and putting 
on another ; as when Water becometh A,ir,and when 
Air becometh Watcr,and when Herbs become Earth 
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or Ames, and when the Earth is turned into Plana* 
(for this is the notion of corruption.) Butthatthere 
can be no corruption (uppoied of that which is not 
a body , nor hath need of a body to us (ubhltcncc, 
but is wholly feparated from bod ily things. 

And when he was fure that his cflence could not 
be corrupted, he would know what the condition ot 
it was to be, when it fiiould caft off the body, and 
be feparated therefrom ; but now he knew that it 
did not caft it off, untill it was no longer an inliru- 
ment fie for it : therefore . confidering all his appte- 
benfwe facultics.he fa w that every one of them lome^ 
time wa« in petot r, fometime in f \ as (e*&) when 
theeye wink*,or turneth it felf from a vifible object, 
it is in power apprehenfive ' 7 ( but that is »PP*f hcn " 
five in potor , * hich doth not now apprehend, but 
can afterwards apprehend) but whcnitopcnctnit 
fclf,and turneth it felf to a vifible object becometh 
apprehenfive in aft , ( but by that which is called 
apprehending in *&, is fignified that which now ap- 
prchendcth ) and every one of thefe faculties may 
be one time in />owr,another time in alt ; and it any 
of thele faculties never apprehend in a*> * long as 
it is only apprehenfive mpowr , it doth not dchre to 
apprehend any particular thingbecaufe as yet it ham 
no knowledge of it ; as in him who 1* born Wind, 
but if it once apprehend in ad , and be a|«rwaras 
apprehenfive In po»er , fo long as it rema«nethm 
porter M defiretb to apprehend in rf«,bccaufe it know- 
eth thatapprehenfiblc^jf«, and is intent on it, and 
leaneth towards it 5 as when one bath at 1 any awe 
enjoyed his fight, and then .become* >bl uid'Jor he 
doth not ceafe to defire vihble obiefts ; and how 
much the more perfeft . fEWuI and fa»Mh« » 
which is apprehcnded,ics defire ftiall be ft ill the grca 
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ttf .and the grief fhall be the Greater for the warn of 
it: therefore, his grief who is deprived of the fight 
Which he had. after he hich feen, is greater then hill 
grief who is deprived of the fmelling • becaufe thefej 
things which the/'^ apprehendeth , are more per 
feft and beautiful, then the things which the/»»% 
apprehendeth : therefore,if there be any thing which 
hath no end of perfection, of beauty* of comlinefji 
of glory, nor ho period, but is above all glory , and 
beautyjo that there is no perfect ion .glory, beauty or 
comlinefs which doth not proceed and flow from it, 
who is deprived of the apprehenfion of that thing 
after he hath had the knowledge of it , no doubt , fo| 
long as he is deprived thereof, he (hall be affeflcd 
with an infinite grief.even as he who perpetually ap« 
prehendeth it, (hall thence perceive a continual plea* 
lure, a perpetual ha ppinefs, an infinite joy and glad' 
nefs. ■ 

But now it was manifeft to him , that unto that 
Mceflary exi/ient Beeirig, all the attributes of perfecti- 
on ought to be afcribed , and that he is feparateand 
free from all attributes of dtfttb : he was alfo certain 
in himfelf, that that thing by which man comes unto 
the apprehenfion of him, is a thing which is not like 
unto bodies, nor is corrupted with their corruption: 
and hence it appeared, that he who is endued with 
that eflence which is not fit for fuch an apprehen- 
fion , when he putteth off the body by death, or w 
who while he uied the body, never knew this neccf* 
fary exiftent Beeing , nor was joyned unto him, nor 
heard any thing of him ; when he goeth out of the 
body, he i? not joyned unto that Becing, nor isnotj 
grieved for want of him (for as concerning all the 
bodily faculties,the body perifhing, they ccafe , nor 
defire they thefc things, unto which thefe faculties 

arc 







( 69 ) t r " 

«f carried.nor encline they to them, nor are they at- 
fSedwth grief for want of them; and this is the 
ftat "ill the beaftf whether they have the figure of 
a man or not) Or he, who in the time while he ufed 
rhTbodv , d d know this beeing, aud had knowledge 
of howg ea perfeaion > greatnefs, dominion and 
poSt was but that he hath turned I himfelf away 
Sm and hath followed the affections of his 
SiSu death took hold of him, while in. that 
ft«e fo hat he be deprived of that vifion,and yet la- 

bu^ 

whether atter a long wcanncis ut » w : 

ftom that grief, and to come «™ *«"^g$ 
he formerly defired , or is Remain for ev r inthcle 

torments, as in M;Kk'™k h ^ 

either of them. while he was in the ftate ot the bpdi . 

Or he, who hath known that "^^^Si^SdSS 
ing before he put off the body, .and [^f^f 
himlelf wholly thereunto.and "ho hath h, thoughts 

continually fixed upon £lj^{^^ 
of beholding him, and in the aft of P^cciving mm 

LXv'an'd R l dneM the cominued yta of ,h« 

fion from .11 impurity and ~> "£ ^M 
fiblc thingslhall depart from hro . un Which tneie 
bodily faculties were intent . wh.ch w neta« unto 
(hat flate ate tormented eriuad W~^. 
And when the P erfeft.on of h «ag* nee De 
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towitt in the a&ual vifion continued for ever, foi$ 
not to turn himfclt from it foe one moment > and fo 
death (bould take hold of him in thatftateoUffnal 
Yifim, whereby his joy ftiould be continued, no grief 
making anjnterruption of it(which is that which/*/. 
pnaidythn VoBor and Vrieft of the SMii, being neat 
unto death fignifird, when he (aid to his neighbours, 
This is the time ^ben menfkould begin to fay, God is the 
greatefi.and that he admonifhed them to be exceedingly & 
yen to payer & knto this Then he began ro think with 
himfelf, how this actual vifion might be continued, 
fo that no turning from it might befall him; and 
for fomc time he fixed his thoughts on that Bccing, 
but he could not continue* but that lome fenfible ob- 
ject pre (enred it felf unto his fight, or the voice of 
fome living creature pierced his ears, or fame />&'»• 
tafm did occur unto hinror fome grief in fome mem- 
ber feized on him.or hunger or thirft came upon him, 
or cold or heat , or he needed to rife to disburden his 
nature, fo that his meditation was hindered, and he 
departed from the ftate wherein he was , fo that he 
could not but hardly,and after great difficulty,rcturn 
unto that ftate of vifion wherein he firft was, and he 
feared , left he (bould be prevented by hidden death, 
whilft he was in this ftare of averfion , and fliould 
fall into the eternal mifery and grief of reparation: 
And when this ftate troubled him, nor could he find 
1 remedy , he began to confider all the kinds of th- 
ing creatures. and to behold their aftions.and to what 
things they gave pains , if perhaps he could obfetve, 
that any of them perceived this Seeing , and moved 
towards it, that by them he might learn fome whit 
that might be for his fafety : but he (aw them all 
taken up in fecking their food,and fulfilling their de- 
iires of meat.drink and luft , and how they covered 
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themfclvcswuhafoadow, or warmed themfclves : 

and that they diligently gave chemfiilyct *o-'thfefe' 
things both night and day, evenuQ'thetirwof rhti£ 
death.andgoingWth^^ 
them to decline from trus defigrv, or to be e*icAI< 
about any other thing at any time. And mmcMtf 
was manifeft unco him, that titty knew not that »^ 
fo/,or had any defirc of it,nor fought any knowttd fctY 
ot it by any means, but that they did all tend unto* 
privation , or fome ftate like unto privation ; and 
when he concluded this of animals , he faw it m* 
more fit that he fhould conclude the fame of Plant** 
who had not thefe apprehenfibns but in "pare which- 
the animals had 5 for when that which is of armorer 
perfeft apprehenfion cannot attain this knowledge* 
much lefle can that attain it which is of a Ieffe per- 
feftion i alfo when he faw , that all the actions ot 
Plants were nothing beyond nutrition arid genera- 
Then he confidercd the Stars and Spheres/ and 
he faw that they had all motto that were orderly, 
and that they were all carried about with a court* 
fitly difpofed; he faw alfo that they were bright 
and fhining. and were far from undergoing tn*9l* 
teration, or corruption ; and he did ««edmgl* 
fufpett , thatbefide their bodies they had #»"*, 
which might know that neceffary exfent beemg ; and 
that thefe intelligent eflcnecs were like to his own 
intelligent effence, and were neither bodies, nonn 
fite in bodies : And how could they not have erTences 
free from corporeity, when he alfo had a» rfkg 
who was fo weak, and who had fuch rteed oKen- 
fible things ? for he was of the "Umber of corrup- 
tible b-d.es; but though defefts of that far were \m 
him, 5 « this hindered not but that he had an effence 
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free from bodies, and incorruptible '■> and hence alfo 
it appeared unco htm that the heavenly bodies were 
much more fo, and he knew that they undetftood 
chat necejfary exi/lent beeing , and did behold it in a 

Scrpetual aft ; becaufe nothing like unto thefe impe- 
iments (which hindered him from continual mfm % 
by fenfible things falling in,) was to be found in hea- 
venly bodies. 

Then he began to confider with himfelr, for what 
caufc he ofall the forts of animals was indued with 
this eflence by which he refembled the Cdeftial Bo- 
dies : but now it was formerly manifeft to him how 
the Elements were , and how they were chaaged 
into one another, that whatever was not above the 
furface of the earth* remained not in the fame form, 
whereas generation and corruption continually fuc- 
cecded one another, and that moft of thefe bodies 
were mixed and compounded of contrary things, 
and therefore fended to corruption, but that nothing 
was found among them which was pure ; but what 
was neareft among them to purity and fimplicity, 
without any mixture>that was furtheft off from cor- 
ruption; as the body of Gold. , and of thzfacynW) 
and the heavenly bo lies are firople, pure, and there- 
fore furtheft otTrrom corruption ; nor doth any fuo 
ceffion of forms befal in them. Here alfo it was rm- 
nifeft to h'lm, that as touching bodies in the gene- 
rablc and corruptible world> fome had the reafon of 
their eflence confifting of fome one form fu per added 
unto the notion of corporeity, as the four Elements, 
others whofe effential reafon confifted of more forms, 
as the animals, and the plmts ; and that whofe ef- 
iential reafon confifted of the feweft forms , had the 
feweft a&ions, and the greateft diftancc from life : 

if a thing were altogether deftitute of form* that 
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there was no way in it to lite, but it was in a (rate 
fke imto privation : but that whofe lubfiftence of 
TelJenthl reafon confifted of more forms , had the 
motions, and a more ready entrance into the 
Sate of life, but if that form were (o difpofed , that 
here werenowayoffeparating it from »hc matter 
SS.Su belonged, then its life (hould be very ma- 
nifeft, ftable, and lively: but that which is dctti- 
tute of all form is the bjh and matter, nor is any Ute 
nit, but it is like unto privation. And that which 
fubllfteth by one form, is.ihe lour Elements, which 
are in the firft degree oUxtllew in the gener able ; and 
corruptible world, and other things are compound, 
ed of them, having more forms ; but thele Ele- 
ments are of a weak life fcing they move but one 
way, alfo they are of a weak life, becaufe every one 
of them hath a contrary, in man.tcft oppofit.oti , w 
them, which refitteth them m that whereumo he r 
nature incline, and labourcth to fpo.l them of their 
form, and therefore their eflence » wfi rot "d w eak 
but that the plants are of a ftronger life; and the 
animals are yet of a more manifeft life then they; 
andTat becaufe if there be any thing among thefe 
compounds, wherein the nature of one Element hath 
dominion, that, becaufe of the power « :h«h i there- 
in, doth overcome the nature of the othei E«mMtf, 
and doth abohfh their ftrength , fo that th< «*«£ 
is in the power of that Element which hath domini- 
on n/therefore it is difpofed but unto a fmall P or- 
tion oHih as the Element it k\i is: but When 
arnot^ thefe compounds there is that, wherein the 
n^u e of y oneEl C nv,nt hath jot dominion, then 
all re of an equal temperament therein, and of equal 
verturfothu the one doth not weaken the vcrtue 
oSnother! more then that other doth of ttuton^ 
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but they work upon one another in an equal opera- 
tion, nor is the operation of one Element obfervable 
more then the operation of another* and it is far 
fro.n being like unto any one of the Elements > but 
that it is, as if nothing were contrary to its form, 
that m this manner becometh fit for life , and the 
greater that this equality be, and the more perfect, 
and the further from inclining unto the other part, 
it is fo far the further from having a contrary, and 
its life is the more perfect. And whereas the animal 
fpirltt thefeatwhereofisinthc heart, is of a moft 
equal temperature, ( for it is more fubtile then earth 
tndftatcr, and more grots then fire and air) it hath 
the manner of a midjl ( or medium ) contrary unto 
none of the Elements, in any obfervable manner of 
contrariety, and fo it is difpofed unto the form which 
doth contt itute an animal : and that which follow- 
ed he faw to bsthis, to wit, that the moft equal in 
temperature among thefc animal fpirits, was difpofed 
to the moft perfeft life, in the generable and corrup- 
tible world r and that it may near be faid, concer- 
ning that //>"tf, that there is no contrary unto Us form, 
and therefore that it is like unto thefc heavenly bo- 
dies, which have nothing contrary unto their form» 
and that therefore they are the fpirit of that animal 
which hath the moft perfect life, becaufe it is indeed 
in the midjl of the elements, neither (imply moving it 
(elf uptoardt nor doTbmards : and if it could be placed 
in the midftof that fpace which lyeth betwixt the 
center»and that fupreme place whither the fire reach- 
eth, and that no corruption fhould befall it, there it 
fhould fix it fclf, nor fhould it defire to move either 
upwards or downwards, but if it were locally mov- 
* ed, it fhould be moved about the middle, a? the hea- 
venly bodies are moved , and if it were moved in 
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one place.it fhould be moved about it felf.and mould 
be of a Spherical Figure, Icing it could not be other- 
wife: and therefore thac it was very like unto the 
heavenly bodies. And when he confidcrcd the pro- 
perties of the animals,and faw not one among them, 
of which he could mfpeft that it had the knowledge 
of this nccejjary exiflent bcetng > but that he knew that 
as to his own cflence he did know it, thence he con- 
cluded that he was an animal that had a ipirit of an 
equal temperature, like unto all the heavenly bodies, 
anditwasmanifeft unto him . that he differed in 
kind from all the Ions of animal* , and that he was 
made for another end, and appointed unto fome 
great thing, unto which no other animal was fitted, 
and it was enough to fignific his Nobility , that the 
vdeft partofhimfclf, to wit, his bodily part , was 
likeft of all others unto the heavenly Jubilances, 
which are without the gencrnblr and corruptible 
world, free from the accidents of defeft, and change, 
and alteration. But that h is belt part was that thing 
by which he did know that nuejjary exiflent beeing ; 
and this intelligent thing behoved to be lome hcroick 
and divine thing, which changed not, and was not 
obnoxious to corruption, and to which is not to be 
attributed any of thefc things which ate attributed 
unto the body, and that ic cannot be apprehended 
by any of the fenfes, nor by imagination, and whofe 
knowledge is not acquired by any other inftrument, 
then by it fclf, but that it cometh unto it by its own 
help, andthatitis*JHw<m><w£, the kno^able, and the 
knowledge, and the fcitnt , the fcience, and the fclbile, 
nor thai in any of thefc was there any thing different, 
fcingdiverfity and feparation belong to the attri- 
butes of bodies, and are the adjuntft of them, but 
this was neither a body, nor any attribute of a body, 
nor any thing adherent unto a body. Add 
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And when the way was manifeft unto him, where- 

by it was proper to him to be like unto the heavenly 

bodies, he faw it did neceffarily belong to him to re- 

femblethem, and to imitate their actions, and that 

With all his ttrength he (hould endeavour to be like 

unto them. And alfo he faw by his mote noble 

part, by which he knew that necetfary extent beein^ 

that there was in himfelf feme fimilitude thereof , at 

he was fcparated from the attributes of the body, as 

that neceffary exijlent beeing was feparated irom 

hem. & faw alfo that it ^"hisdutyto late to 

acquire the properties thereof, by Mat »ay fiprk 

could, andtoPutonhisaualitiet, and to imitate his Si. 

ons, and to be diligent in doing his Ml. and (ommtttni 

his affairs to him, and to acamfce in hts heart m all M 

appointments, both as to the outward and m**rf , Jo « 

he rnkb* rejoice in btm, although his body fhodd fc<fr 

med*>itb grief, and jhould hurt bim, yea, although *l- 

toettberbelhouldlofcbisbodilypart. 

He faw moreover, that he refembled other forts ot 
animals, in his vile ft part, which was of the km- 
rable and corruptible world, to wit, ^ the ob cure 
and grofs body, which required dwerfe forts ofi en 
fible things from him, as meat, drink, and marri- 
age. Alfo he faw that his body was not created n 
vain, nor ioyned to him for no end , and that it be 
longed to him to provide for it, and fitly to keep k. 
but that he could not perform this care but by onj 
a aion anfwering unto the aftions of other arf»* 
Buttheaftions which (cemed neceffary unto him. 
had a threefold refpeft ; for they were either an afl • 
on by which he did relemble the umeafonable am* 
or forne aa.on whereby he did refcmble the fc-W* 
bodies or fome aaion whereby he did refcmble th« 
neceffary exijlent beeing : for the fitft affmilation w« 




neceffary to him, as he had an obfeure and grofs bo- 
dy, confitting of diftinft members , and various fa- 
culties, and motions of divcrfeiorts ; The fecond iA 
emulation was neceffary unto him,ai he had an animal 
fpirit, the feat w hereof was in the heart, and which 
was the beginning of the whole body , and of the 
faculties contained therein : Then the third afiimila- 
tion was neceffary to him, as he was himfelf , i. e. 
as he was that eflence by which he could know that 
neceffary exijlent beeing. And this was firft of all 
cettain unto him , that his happinefs and freedom 
from mifery was placed in the perpetual vifion of 
that neceffary exiftent beeing,fo as to be in that ftate, 
as not to be turned away (or averted) therefrom for 

one moment. ,. 

Then he confidered the wayes whereby this con- 
tinuation might be acquired, and his contemplation 
thence gathered, that he was to cxcrcilc hiwirlr in 
thefe three forts of hnulitude.And as to the hi H fimi- 
litude, that horn the fame he attained nothing" ot 
this vifion, but that it rather drew him forth to ano- 
ther thing, and it was an hinderance to him, when 
he exercilcd bimfelt in fcnfible thing* : tot all icnuble 
things are as a vail interpofed unto this vifion. yet 
this aflimilation is needful to prcferve the animaHpi- 
Kit , whereby the iecond aflimilation is acquired, 
which is with heavenly bodies, and after this man- 
ner it is necerfarily required, although it be not tree 
from that hurt : but as to the fecond conformity, 
that thereby is acquired a great part of the continued 
vifion, but yet fuch a vifion as wherein there is a 
mixture, whereas every one who by that manner ot 
vifion continually feeth, feeth alfo together his own 
effence, and looketh into that, as (hall be afterwards 
declared : bat as to the third ^ mlt ^ 
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thereby the perfect vifion is attained , and the fincere 
attentioni having no refpeft in any manner* but un- 
to that necejffary exigent bceing t whereas his cflcnceis 
abfent from him who leech this vition, and cvanifh* 
eth, andbecomethasnothingj as alfb alt the other 
eflbnees, whether many or Jew, except the^»«of- 
that ow » true, necejftry, exiflent, great, btgb, and 
powerful beehg. 

And When it was manifeft to him, that the fum 
ofhisdefires confided in this third conformity, but 
that this is not acquired but after cxcrcifK and pains 
given for a long time, to the fecond conformityi and 
this fpace could not be continued , but by the firft 
conformity, which although it was neceflary, yet he 
knew, of it felf it was an impediment, though it was 
an help by accident : he retrained his mindt that he 
permitted unto himfelf no part ofthe firft conformi- 
ty, but as much as nccefluy requited , and that was 
in that largencfs,as lets (ufliced not to the prcfervi- 
tion of the animal fpirit j and he faw two things 
which necefficy required to the prefervation of this 
fpirk.j one that whatever nourifhmem he took, it 
preferred the fame inwardly, and refreshed it ; ano- 
ther that it preferred that which is external, and rc- 
pel.krd from it divcrfe forts of hurts, as of cold, and 
heat, and rain, and the warmth of the Sun, and of 
hurtful animals, and the like : and he faw» if he did 
fafhly and nattily take any of thefe things which 
were neceflary, it might come to pafs that he flioutd 
be obnoxious to excels, and (hould take above what 
were fit, and work againft himfelf, whence he did 
not coufider , therefore he faw he would do rrioft ad* 
vifedly, if he (hould appoint limits to himfelf that 
he (hould not at all tranffcrefs, and meafurcs which 

he (hould not exceed, and it was plain to him that he 

(hould 
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(hould put this rule to himlejh about the kind of the 
things which he (hould eat, and the quality , of them, 
and about their quanticy.and the time when to make 

ufe of them. 

And firft heconfideredthekindsof thefe things 
which he did eat, and he (aw them to be three, Vfe. 
cither to be Plants not fully ripe, nor attained to full 
perfection, fuch as the (orts of green herbs, which 
a man could eat : or the fruits of Plants that were 
perfect, and which were ripe, and yielded their 
feed, that from thence others could be brought forth* 
( and thefe kinds of fruits were both green and dry ) 
or to be fome animal either belonging tojhe. earth, or 
the fea, which ufed to be eaten : now it was certain 
unto him, that all thefe things were made by that ne- 
cejjary exiflent beeing^ in the approach unto which he 
faw his happinefs was placed • and to which he dp. 
fired to be aflimilate j and that it could not be, but 
to eat of them would be an impediment unto him, 
from attaining his pcrfe&ibn, and fhould come be- 
twixt him and the end propofed unto him: which 
were to oppofe himfelf to the operation ofthe Agent, 
and that this oppofirion (hould be contrary to that pro- 
pinquity and conformity unto that which he was 
Seeking j and fo that he would do beft .( if it could 
be ) to abftain from all food : but when.this could 
not be, and that he faw an uoiverfal abflinence from 
food, (hould tend to the. dtftruftion of his body, 
which (hould be a greater repugnancy to his Creator, 
then the former ; whereas he himfelf was nobler 
then thofe things the dcftru&ion whereof was the 
caufe of his duration : he judged it beft, of two evils 
to choofe the lcaft, and he permitted to himfelf that 
which was lcaft repugnant: therefore it fcemcd.good 
unto him to take any of thefe kinds ) which were at 
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hand , ( if others were wanting ) in that meafurc, 
which afterwards Oiould appear agreeable unto him; 
but if all were prcfent, then he behoved to deliberate 
with himfelf> and of them to choofc that* the taking 
of which fhould not occafion a great oppofition to 
arife againft the operation of the Creator, fuch as the 
pulp (or kirnel) in fruits, which had greateft fweet« 
nefs, and whole feeds were in them fit to the produ. 
cing the likdfb that hefhould keep the fceds,and nei- 
ther eacthem , nor deftroy them, nor caft them into 
places that were unfruitful , as fmooth Rocks, Salt, 
Earth and fuch like; but if he could not get fuch 
fruits which had a pulp fit for nourifhment, at 
Apples, Pears, Prunes, and fuch things, that then he 
was to take of fruits which had nothing fit tobe 
eaten ,but the feed it felf, as Wall- nuts, Chefnut9 and 
Herbs, which had not come to full ripenefs; after thi» 
manner , that of both kinds, he might take them of 
which there was moft abundanccand power to pro- 
duce their like » but that he (hould neither pull them 
up by the root, nor deftroy their feeds ; but if thefe 
were wanting , that then he (hould take of the Ani- 
mals, or their Eggs: after this manner, to take fuch 
of the AnimaIs,whcreof there is greateft abundance* 
fo that he might not altogether deftroy the fort of 
them : and thefe were the things which he judged 
fit to be obferved, as to the kinds of his food. And 
as to the quantity he faw, he was to obfervethat 
which Weed to fatisfie hunger, fo that he did not 
exceed ic; and as to the time that (hould come be- 
twixt his males t he judged it beft, that when he had 
taken as much meat as fufliced, he fhould remain 
content therewith » and (hould leek no other, until! 
fome weaknefs (hould befall him» that might hindet 
him from performing any of thclc aft ions belong' 

ins 
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ing unto the fecond conformity , which arc thefe I am 
now to mention. But as to the things which necef- 
fuy required to the prefcrving the animal-fpirit, 
which might prcferve hirn from without , it was a 
matter of nogicat difficulty unto him> feinghe was 
covered with skins, and had a lodging that protected 
him from things that outwardly alTaultcd him, arid 
thefe fufficed unto him. and he thought it fupetfluous 
tot&ke further care of them: But in eating he ob- 
ferved thofe rules which he had piefcribed unto him- 
felfto wit, thefe as we have above declared. 

Then he applyed himfclf to the fecond operation, 

which was a conformity unto the heavenly bodies, 

and an imitation of their,and that he might refemble 

their properties in himfclf: but when he had conh- 

dered their attributes in his mind , they feemed unto 

him to be comprehended under a threefold kind ; the 

firft was with a refpefit unto inferiour things in the 

generablc and corruptible world,which was the heat 

which they imparted unto them by themfelvcs ; and 

the cold, which was by accident, and light, and nn- 

faition,iu\dcond(nfation, together with other things 

which they produce in them,&y nbicb they are difpofed 

to receive the influxes of the fpiritual forms into them, 

from that necejjaty exifling Agent. The fecond forr of 

attributes which agreed unto them in themfelvcs, was 

that they were bright, Alining, and pure from dteggs, 

and free from all forts of impurity, that they moved 

round- wife, fome about their own center , others 

about the centers of others. The third fort of **- 

tributes was, which they had with a reject to that 

necejfary exiflent ®eein%; e.g. that they did behold 

the lame in a perpetual 'vifion, nor turned themfelvcs 

away therefrom , but continually did contcmplat it, 

and were occupied in what he did appointed were 
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alwayes obedient in doing his will ; neither did they 
move,but of his will* and by his power. Therefore, 
in every one of thefe three kinds , he endeavoured 
with his greateft pains to be like unto them: as to 
the flirt kind, the conformity thereof was placed in 
this, that he fhould fo behave himfelf» as to lee no 
Animal or Plant to want thing, or to have any hutt 
or damraage.or impediment which he could remove 
from them, bat to remove it : and when he did caft 
his eyes upon any Plant > which fomewhat interve- 
ment did hinder From the Sun, or to which fome 
other Herb did cleave that hurt it, or if it had too 
much drynefs that did endanger it; he would re- 
move whatever was interpofed, if it was fuchai 
could be removed, and take away from it that which 
hurtcd , in that manner as it did not hurt that which 
hurtcd another ? and oft he would water k, (o far as 
he could : and when he would look upon an Jnimal 
which fome ravenous beaft was purfuing, or which 
ftuck fart in any lake, or had any (horn in it, or into 
whofe eyes or ears any hurtful thing had fallen, or 
that hunger and thirft had feifed on , all thefe things 
he did undertake to remove with all his power , and 
gave it m:at and drink : and when he faw any wa- 
ter that flowed to water any Plant or AnimaMf any 
impediment flopped its running, whether any ftone 
that had fallen into it , or any thing carryed into it 
by the flood, all thefe things he removed: neither 
ccalcd he to go on in this kind of conformity , untill 
he attained great perfection therein. 

Astothelecond kind) his aflimilation thereunto 
was placed in this,that he did keep himfelf in a con- 
tinual clcanlinefe, by removing all impurity and fil- 
th inefs from his body, and ofc wafhing himfelf with 
water , and purging his nails and his teeth, and alfo 

the 
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th? fecret parts of his body , and fmelling them with 
well- fmelling herbs,as much as he could , and with 
diverfe kinds of perfumes , and oft warning his gar- 
mems.and fmelling them, untill with fplendor, beau- 
ty and cleanncfd. he wholly fliincd : alfo, he ufed di- 
verfe kinds of circular motions , fomctimes going 
round about the Iflc and the Shore of it , and its ut- 
moft parts, and fometimes comparing his houfe, or 
fome rock with various circuits, either walking or 
running , and fometimes whirling himfelf round 
about, untill a vertigo (or giddinefs ) .took hold of 
him. 

As to the third kind,his aflimilation thereunto was 
placed herein, that he might fix his cogitations upon 
that necejfary exiftent 'Seeing , and then that he might 
remove from himfelf all impediments of fenfible 
things,and fhut his eyes, and flop his ears, and by all 
his ftrength he might reftrain himfelf from follow 
ing his imagination, and that he (hould endeavour 
as much as he could , that he fliould mind nothing 
but bim,nor mould admit any other thing with him $ . 
and in this thing he laboured to promove himfelf, 
by wheeling himfelf about > and ftirring up himfelf 
thereunto : and it came to pafj, as he did vehement- 
ly wheel himfelf about, all fenfible 
things did prefently evanifh, and 
his phanficwith the other faculties 
that needed bodily inrtruments,did 
languifh, and the action of hisf/- 
fence, which was free from the bo- 
dy, became ftrong, fo that at fome 
time his copitation would be pure 
from mixture , and thereby he 
' would perceive that necejjfary exi(l- 
em Venn? : But afterwards,the bodily faculties again 
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returtiing,did interrupt this his ftate,ahd reduced him 
to the lowcft condition,fo that he returned to the fitft 
ftate. But if any weaknefs of body feifed on him, 
which hindrcd him from his purpofe, he would take 
fome meat, according to the laws aforcfaid, and then 
he would betake himfelf to the ftate wherein he w»i 
to aflimilate himfelf to the heavenly bodies, in the 
three kinds above-mentioned , and he would conti* 
que intent in ticm for fome good time,and would re- 
lift his bodily faculties* they alfo refitting him j and 
in thefe times wherein he overcame them , and had 
his thoughts pure from mixture* Something appeared 
to him of the ftate of thefe) who have reached unto 
the third afljmilation. Then he began to feek after 
the third aflimilation, and endeavoured to attain it, 
and he conlidcrcd the attributes of that necejjary tx» 
ijient 'Bering : But it was manifeft to him, in the time 
of the theoretical fpecul'ition , before he fet about the 
practice, that they were of two forts, either affirma- 
tives knowledge, power and wifdom ; or negative, 
as freedom from bodily things,and from them which 
follow tbereupon,and depend from tbem.though afar 
off: and that in the affirmative attributes, this free- | 
dom is required , that nothing be in them of bodily 
attributes , of the number of which is multiplicity* 
and therefore his eflence is not multiplied by thefe 
affirmative attributes, but that they all return to one 
not ha , which is the truth of the effence. Therefore* 
he prepared himfelf to confider » how he might be 
like unto him in both of thefe kinds : as to the affir- 
mative attributes , when he liuC 11 inat ^ ^higs re- 
turned to the verity of bis e j]hm , and tnat there was 
no multiplicity in them in any manner, feing multi' 
plicity is ot the attribute, of the body : and he knew, 
that the tyoWedge of n } : 8 tjfmt wasnota«^»fu- 
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peradded unto his effence, but that his effence was the 

fyoftledge of his ejjence, and the knowledge of his 
effence *as his ejjence : It appeared unto him , that if 
he could know his effence % that knowledge by which 
he fhould know it, (hould not be a notion fuperadded 
unto icbut fhould be the very fame. Moreover, his 
afljmilation unto him, in fome affirmative attribute, 
feemed to be placed in this, that he might know him 
alone, admitting nothing with him of bodily attri- 
butes. Therefore he gave hi< mind very earncftly 
to this thing j but as to the negative attributes, that 
they all had this tendency, to denote a feparation 
from bodily things : therefore he beganto caftofF 
all bodily attributes from his effence, and now he 
had removed many of them by his former difciplitte* 
whereby he endeavoured to aflimilate himfelf to the 
heavenly bodies, but that ytt many relicts of them 
remained , as the circular motion ( which is one of 
the moft proper attributes of bodies) and the care 
of Animals and Plants,and the commifcrating them» 
and the endeavour to remove the impediments from 
them, (fmce thefe things alfo belong to the attributes 
of bodies , becaufe he firft faw them not but by the 
bodily faculty, and then he took pains to do thefe 
things concerning them by the fame) Therefore he 
attempted to remove all thefe things from himfelf, 
feing they were all of thefe things which conduced 
not unto that ftate which now he fought; nor ceafed 
he fo far to reftrain himfelf , that in the lo)Ve(lfart of 
a caVe, he fat quiet , his head bcPtocd doftritoards, his eyes 
/ott>, and averting ( or turnmg)aibay himfelf from all fen~ 
ftble things and bodily faculties , he bended his mind and 
thoughts upon this one mceffary extjlent , and did not ad- 
mit any other thing : and "token any other thing %ould 
offer itjelfofcajionally unto bis fancy, by hit toholcftrengtb 
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fa tVwld drive it hac\from bis Imagination, and n\S it t 
and herein be txertifei btmfelf, andperfified long to do 
tbiSifo that at fometimes , many dayes yvould pafs oVer 

therein be tooula take no food, 
nor "toould mo\>e bimfelf. And 
while this vehement endea- 
vour lay upon him , many 
times all tjfences but his own 
paifcd away out of his me- 
mory and thoughts ; but his own ejjmce was not re- 
moved from him in chat time, wherein he was deeply 
plunged in the virion of that firjt bee'mg , tbe true ne- 
tejfary exijtent , and this troubled him when he knew 
that this was a mixture in ititt Jimple Vifion, and an 
admiflion ot another in that fieht ; nor ccafed he to 
endeavour that he might eVanifh from bimfelf, and 
might be altogether to the Vtjion of that true <Beetng t un* 
tilThc attained it; and that the Heavens and Earth, 
and all things among them, and all Jpiritual forms, 
and bodily faculties , and all faculties (eparate horn 
matter (which are tho(c ejfences having knowledge 
of that Beeingj might be removed out of his me- 
mory and thoughts.and that among thole rjjhcts, al- 
fo hisown^«« be rcmovcdi and all being reduced 
to nothing , may evanilh and become as fcattercd 
Atoms, and that nothing remained *ith him,but him 
who is the true Beeing, of perpetual exigence, and (o 
he fpoke in this faying, ( which is t or motion fuper- 
added unto his eflence ) To V>bom is note tbe I{ingdom i 
to the one omnipotent God* which words he iiBder- 
fiood, and heard their voice ; nor did his ignorance 
of fpeech»nor that he knew not to fpeak, hinder him 
from undcrftanding the fame : therefore he deeply 
plunged himfelf into this ftate.and he faw that ^hicb 
neither the eye bath feen, nor the ear beard, nor came i»- 
to tbe heart of man to conceive it. But 
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But how* do not thou bend thy cogitations to the 
defcription of that thing, which is not conceived by 
the heart of man : for many of thefc things which 
are conceived by the hearts of men , are cxprefled 
with difficulty, how much more that thing,to which 
there is no way for conceiving it in the heart , and 
which is neither of the world, nor within its limits? 
But by the heart, I donotunderflandthebodyof 
the heart , nor the fpiric which is in the cavity there- 
of j but by the fame I underftand the form of that 
fpirit, which diffufeth it felf by its faculties in the 
bodies of men : for every one of thefe three is called 
the hearty but there is no way wheteby that thing can 
be conceived by any of thefc three* nor can any ex- 
plication be had , but of that which is conceived in 
the heart ; fo that whoever defircth to exprefle that 
ftate, feckcth that which is impoflible. and he is like 
unto him who would tafte dyed colours , as they are 
colours , and defire that a black were either fweec or 
bitter. Yet, we flhall not difmifs thee without fome 
tokens, by which we may hint at what he faw of the 
Wonderful things of tbatftation,by way of fimilitude J 
not fo , as that we may knock at the gates of truths 
feing there is no way unto the certain knowledge of 
what is in that place , but by coming thither. And 
now hear with the cars of thy heart, and fee with 
the eyes of thy understanding f that which I am to 
declare j thence perhaps thou (halt find a direction 
which may lead thee unto the right way ; but I make 
this condition with thee , that thou require not from 
me at prefent,a further explication in conference, be" 
fide what I deliver in thefe Papers : for the field is 
narrow,and it is dangerous to determine in words, of 
a thing which is of that nature, that it cannot be ex- 
prclTed in words. 
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I fay therefore, when he was abftr acted frcm his 
own effence, and all other effenecs , and did behold 
nothing elfe in the nature of things, buc that one li. 
ting, permanent [Seeing] and had feen what he faw, 
and then had returned to behold other things diffe- 
rent therefrom, when he returned unto himfc If from 
that ftate, which was like unto a drunfynnefs, it came 
into his mind that he had not an effence , by which 
he differed from the cflence of that true excellent 'See- 
ing, and that the true rrafon of his 
own effence, was the effence of that 
true beclngi&nd that firft he thought 
to be his own effence diftinft from 
the effence of that true beeing. to be 
nothing indeed,nor to be any other 
thing but the effence of that true 
beeing; and that it is as the light 
of the Sun, which falleth ii:to thit\ 
bodies, and what thou feeft to ap- 
pear in them : for that » although 
it be attributed unto that body, 
wherein it appearcth. it is no other thine but the 
light of the Sun, and the body being removed, the 
light thereof is removed and only the light oi the ^un 
lemaineth, which is notdiminifhed by the pretence 
of that body, nor is itincreafed while it i« abfent; 
and when a body happeneth, that is fit to receive 
fuchalight, itreceiveth it, and the body being te- 
moved, alfo that receiving is removed and fifinifi- 
eth nothing. And this fentencc prevailed with him 
from this, that it appeared manifctt to him that the 
effence of that true, powerful, and glorious beeing , was 
no wife multiplied, but that his knowledge ot the el- 
fence was the efff nee it fclf ; and hence it feemed un- 

jo him neceffarily to\follow » that with whom was 
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the knowledge of that effence, that alfo the efface of 
h (aWwas with him, but that the knowledge was 
pre eniwith him, and therefore that the effence was 
?r fentrbut that this effence was not prefent but with 
it felf, and its prefence was its effence, and therefore 
hat it was the yety effence; and i» the fame manner, 
all effenecs fcparated from matter, which had £e 
knowledge ot that true eflence which formerly hebe- 
held as many, according to this fentence, iheywere 
one w th lZ And this doubt had altogether hjhned it 
fflZl$Mntad t uulefs God bad Med bim wb 
bis mercy, and bad preVtnted him *ub his di- 
reilion : whence be /^v tbat this doubt »bub Note; 
be bad, did arife out of the relicts oftbeobfc^ 
rity ofbodks, and thejiltbincfs offenfible tbtogu For 
that many and few, and unity auc mu «P"™y, and 
collodion and reparation, were all belonging o the 
attributes of bodies.but as tothefe fcparated effences, 
which have knowledge of that me powrfuhand glo- 
rious elfence^hw they are wholly feparate from mat- 
ter, that they cannot be called many, or one, becaufe 
multiplicity is of the diftina ion of other effenecs 
from others, and unity cannot be but by a con im- 
ftion, and nothing of thefe can be undetftood, but in 
enwpojed notions, which are mixed with matter ; Dc- 
f de that the explication of things in this place s n i Bar- 
row and difficult: for if thou ^^^teffeft what bc- 
lonpeth to ihtkfepvateejjencei by way of mulitfude, 
according to the ufc of our (prech , it OiouU feem to 
denote in them a notion of mu ltiphcity , b it they arc 
free from multiplicity ; and if thou ex pre fa ft what 
belonged! unto them, by way ^ eparat.on, tha 
(hould fcem to denote a notion of untty> which cannot 
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this place, (who is of thefe Batts.whofe eyes the Sim 
blindeth) moving himfelf in the chain (fetters or 
bands) of his foolifhnefs, faying Thou haft exceed- 
ed mcafure in thy fubtilcy, (othat thou haft remo- 
ved thy fclf from the ftate of undcrftanding men, and 
haft caft offthe reafon of intelligible things : for of 
thefe things which are determined by thcintellett , a 
thing is either owr.or many: But let him haften flow- 
ly,and remit fomewhatof the (harpnefs of his fpeech, 
and let hi mconh^ler himfelf, and the things which 
are in this fcnfible world wherein he is contained, in 
that manner, as Hai Ebn Toftfan confidered them, 
when viewing things in a certain manner of contem- 
plation, he faw that they were many, in a multiplici- 
ty, which could not be comprehended, nor contained 
within any limite : then again viewing them in ano- 
ther manner of contemplation.hc faw them to be owe, 
and he remained doubtful in that thing, nor could he 
determine concerning it,unto one part,more thci. un- 
to another : fo it was , although this fenlible world 
be the genuine place of multiplicity , and Angularity, 
and their true nature is there uudcrftood, and therein 
is a reparation, and union, anddivifion into parts, 
and diftinction and agreement, and difagrccment : 
then fore what (hall he think concerning the divine 
world ? wherein it is not lawful to fay, all things, nor 
fome ,nor can any of the things belonging unto it be 
expreffed in words, wherewith our ears are accufto- 

ftomed, but that thou will 
This is conform to the do* have fome conjecture, o- 
tfrine of Dionyfius A- thcrwifc then the thing is, 
reopagita , dc Divinis and which none can know 
nominibus. but he who hath ken, and 

whole true manner is not 
perceived but by him who hath attained it. But as 

CO 
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to what he faith, Thou bnjl fajfed beyond the nature tf 
intelligent men, and baft tbtoton aM>ay the manner (or 
reafon) of ^ At ts intelligible : Thus we grant unto 
him* and wedilmifshim with his intelligent men ; 
for that intellect which he and fuch men doth mean, 
is the rational faculty, which contemplated) the indi- 
viduals of the lenfible things, and thence fearcheth 
out an uniVerfal notion, and the intelligent men whom 
he meiineth. are thefe who ufc afpcculationofthat 
kind : but this fort of which we (peak, is above all 
thefe things. Wheretore let him flop bis ears againft 
it, whoever under ftandeth nothing beyond fcnfible 
thiijgs.and their univcrfals, and Jet him return to hi* 
company, to wit>them who knew the (cnlible things 
of this world, taking no care about the other : but if 
thou art of them unto whom this lore ot tokens and 
fi^ns doth fuffice, as to the divine TfoO/^nor doft thou 
fix another interpretation upon our words , befide 
that which uliially is put on them j then we (hall de- 
clare unto thee fomewhat further of that which Hat 
Ebn toitfan faw in that place of them who enjoy the 
truth, which we have above- mentioned: and that 
was this. . . , r i v • r c 

After he was really plunged (or funk ) into thele 
things and was abftra&ed from all other things, 
and did truly comprehend thole things ; he faw that 
there was an ejjente of a fupreme Sphere • (beyond 
which there is no Wv) free from matter, which was 
not the cflence ot that one true beeing , nor yet the 
Sphere it feif, nor fomewhat different from them, 
but it was as the Image of the Sun which appears in 
fome polite (orfmootb) Looking-glafs, for that » 
neither the Sun, nor the Glafs, nor yet any thing di- 
ftina from them ; and he law that fuch was the per- 
feftion of that/tywfc S/fe,and luch was the Iplen- 
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dor and beauty otic, which is greater then cahbe 
cxprefled with the tongue, and more fubtile then that 
ic can be clothed with letters, or the voice; and he 
faw that it was in the highefl degree of pleafure, and 
jqy, and exultation, and gladne(s» becaufe of the vifi- 
on of that true and glorious etfence : alfohe faw the 
ejjence of the Sphere next unto that which is the Sphere 
of the fixed Scars, to be free from matter, which was 
neither the ejfenee of that one true beeing , nor the cf- 
fence of the fupremc feparated Sphere* nor the fame, 
nor yet any thing different from them, but it was, as 
the Image of the Sun, which is (cen in a Looking- 
glafs, upon which the Image of the Sun is reflected 
from another Looking-glafs oppofite to the Sun ; 
and he faw that this eflence had a fplendor, and beau* 
ty,and pleafure , like unto that which belonged unto 
the lupreme Sphere. Alfo in the fame manner he 
faw the eflence of the Sphere next unto that, to be fe- 
paratc from matter, and this was the Sphere of Sa- 
turn, which was none of the effences which he faw 
formerly.nor yet any thing diverfc from them.which 
was as the Image of the Sun appearing in another 
Glafs, which is reflected from the Image of the Sun 
appearing in a Glafs oppofite to the Sun ; and he 
faw the fplendor and pleafure of this eflence to be 
like unto that which was in the former ; nor ceafed 
he to behold cverySphcre,having its effence feparate, 
free from matter, which was not any of the former 
eflencej, nor diverfe from them, which was as the 
Image of the Sun refle&cd from one Glafs unto ano- 
ther, in the order digefted, according to the difpofiti- 
on of the Spheres: and he faw that every one of theie 
elTences had that beauty, fplendor, joy, and pleafure, 
which the eye hath not-feen, nor the car heard, and 
hath not come into the mind of rnan,until he came at 

length 




length unto the generable and corruptible world, 
which is all that which is contained within the 
Sphere of the Moon ; and he faw alfo that the fame 
had an effence feparate from the matter, which was 
not any of the eflenccs that he formerly faw, nor any 
thing diverfe from them, and that this eflence had fe- 
venty thoufand faces,and every face had feventy thou- 
fand mouths, and every mouth had feventy thouland 
tongues, whereby it did praifc and celebrate continu- 
ally. and did knMcM ejjence of that one true'Beeing. 
and he law that this ejjence which he fufpe&ed to 
have multiplicity, although it was not manifold, had 
a perfection, and a pleafure, like unto that which he 
fit ft faw.and that this eflence was as the Image of the 
Sun appearing in water that trembleth, which hath 
that image reflected upon it, from the laft ofthofe 
GlalTes unto which that reflection did come^ accor- 
ding unto the order afoiefaid,rrom the firft Glafs op- 
pofite unto the Sun. Then he faw that he himfelf 
had a (eparate effenccwhich if that effence of (eventy 
thoufand faces could be divided into parts we would 
fay were a part of the fame > and unlefs this eflence 
had been produced of the new, after it was not exift- 
ent,wc would fay it were the fame thing, and if it had 
not been made proper unto its body, when it did firft 
exift, we would fay it had not been produced of the 
new.And in this order he faw alio other efleuces like 
unto his, which were neceffary, then they were dif- 
folvcd, whatever things neceffarily exifted with him, 
and that they were as many as could not be numr 
bred, if it were lawful to call them many, or that they 
were all one.if it were lawful to call them one • And 
he faw that his own eflence, "and thofewith him in 
the fame degree had an infinite bcauty> fplcndor.and 
pleafure, which neither the eye hath fcen, nor the ear 

heard, 
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heard, ftor hath ehtred the heart of man, and which 
they cannot defcribe, who defcribe other things, and 
which no man can under ftand, but he who hath at- 
tained it. And he faw many effenus feparate from 
matter, which were as rurtedGlafles,and defiled with 
uncbannefc, which had their backs turned upon thefe 
po tfhed GlafTes wherein the Image of the Sun was 
jrnpreflcd, and he jaw that fuchfilthinefs anddefc- 
ctivencK was in thele Glaflc?, which never came in- 
to his mind, and he fa w them to be affected with in. 
finite griefs and fishings, which could not 
Or, Cur- be removed, encompaffed, [or inclofcd ] 
tarns. within Fatts [or boyling Cauldrons] 

•i cr °'P a ' ns » and burned with the fire of the 
vail of reparation, and to be cue into pieces, betwixt 
the drawing unto them and beating off from them ; 
alfo he faw here other eflences , betides thofe which 
were tormented, which appeared,and then evaniflied, 
and were connexed, and then diffolved. And here 
he reftrained himfelf,and considered thefe things well* 
and he (aw great terrors and huge matters,and a bu- 
fied company, and an effectual operation, and com- 
planation.and inflation,and production, and deftru- 
dtion ; and after lome fmall time intcrveening , his 
ienles again returned unto him,and he was awaken- 

r d °j r .°i that ftate * which was as an ext 4 te * and his 
feet did Hide out of this place, and thefenfible Korld 

appeared unto him, and the divine rvorld departed 
from him : for thefe two cannot meec together in the 
fame (fate : for this )Vorld y and the other, are as the m 
Wives of one Huibanifbc one thereof if thou doilpleafe, 
mufbaU provoke the other unto Kvatb. 
, J^.if thou doft fay, that it feems from what thou 
nattfaidofthisvifion, that the feparate eflences, if 
Khcy were in a body of perpetual duration , which 
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is incorruptible^ the Hcavens,that they alfo would 
be of a perpetual exigence ; but if they be in a body 
that cendeth unto corrnption.as arc the reafonable anu 
mals, that they alto (hall be obnoxious to corruption, 
and (hall cvanifh and be reduced unto nothing , ac- 
cording unto the fimilitudc which thou didft propofe 
of the reflecting glades ; for that image hath no du- 
ration, but for the duration of thegtafic, and when 
the glafic is corruptr d,allb the image is certainly cor* 
rupted , and evanifheth. But I fay unto thee, how 
foon haft thou forgotten thy covenant thou didft 
make with me,and haft tranlgrcfled the fixed limits ? 
Hath it not been firft told thee , that here the way of 
interpretation is narrow , and that the words upon 
one of the parts.makc that men think otherwife, then 
the things are ? and what thou didft think hath 
made tbec fall into this , to conclude , that that to 
which any thing is compared, and that with which 
it is compared, is of the fame manner in every part : 
but that muft not be in any kind of ufual fpeech, 
how much lefs in this place , where the Sun and his 
lisht.and his image, and his reprcfentation, and the 
glafles, and his conspicuous fimilitude, are all things 
which are not feparate from bodies, nor have any 
fubfiftence but by them, and in them, and therefore 
need them as to their exiftencc, and thofe being taken, 
away, they are removed ? But the divine efences and 
heroic^ fpirits are all free from bodies , and from the 
things that follow them,atid are very far diftant from 
them ; nor is there any connexion among them, nor 
any dependence from them , that it is all one in their 
refpect , whether the bodies be removed or remain, 
whether they cxift or not: but their connexion and 
dependence is from the eflenccof that one me Weeing, 

that doth necelTarily cxift, which is the firft of them, 
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and their beginning and caufe, which makethtk 
they do expand giveth them duration.cS £ 

the bod.es need them . and if it could be that S 
were removed^ bodi«(hould alfo beremov d ffi 

Med that the clW of that one true,hieh and Jft 

tnotaGodbel^e bm) could be taken away, alfo all 
Jhefe eflences fhould be taken away , an d the bodies 
Ihou d alfo be removed,and this whole fenfible world 
ftouU I evamfli j nor ffiould any thing remain, fcing 

rhi S^Vn VC a , mutual connexion: But at 
chouRh the fenhble world follow the divine world, 
as its (haddow, and the divine world needeth nock, 
and is h-ce from it ; yn , to fuppofe its removing is 
abfurd . becaufe » folio wcth the divine world ; but 
inthisconfifiahits corruption, that it be changed, 
not that it altogether go into privationffc ofthisdid 
that excclletuBook (peak, where this notion fellah 'in, 
of moving the mountains, that they may become as 
woohand that men .(hall become as candle- flies, and 
concerning the objuration of the Sun and Moon, 
and the breaking forth of the Seas , in that day 
wherein the Earth (hall be changed into another 
Earth, and the Heavens alfo.) And this is the fum 
» J?,, r Bde £ a Kiwtothee « prelcnt, conccr- 
nine the thing which Hni Bbn T^dbm Paw in that 

.?« if n -n ate; nei 5 h « «k chou, that any thing fur- 
met or it be commuted to words , for that is as inn 

f« if t : !! C a A c T cerni,1 £ cht fi " ifh '"g the hiflo- 
rlt h ^' that ^od willing, I mall afterwards de- 

rh,r U $ u e u t ! c J recur,1f d l »"o the fenfible world, 
t iat i after he had digreffrd, whither he had digref- 
ied , he loathed the troubles of the outward life. 

and 
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and travelled with the nigheft defire of a fur- 
ther life j and he fought a re- entrance into 
that place of (peculation, in the fame manner 
wherein he fnit fought ic , untill he attained 
it, with lets travel then formerly, and he re- 
mained in it thefecond time, longer then in 
the firfttime: then he returned unco the fen- 
lible world , then again he fitted himfelf to 
attain unto his place of (peculation, the ac- 
cefs unco which was eafier unto him, then aC 
the fii it or fecond time, and his abiding there- 
in was of longer continuance : Nor ceafed 
the way of attaining unto that noble (late, to 
become more ealie unto hini , and his re- 
maining therein to be the longer from time 
to time,untill he arrived at this,that he could 
attain it when he deli ted , and removed not 
from it,but as he defired, [or willed.] There- 
fore he cleaved unto this his place , neither 
departed he from it , but when the neceflity 
of the body required, which he had reduced 
unto that fcarcity , that a leiTer could hardly 
be found ; and among all thefe things hewilh- 
ed,that the powerful and glorious God would 
altogether remove him from his body, which 
called firm away from that place; and that he 
might wholly and perpetually attend unto his 
pleafure , and might be free from that grief 
wherewith he was afTefted,how oft he was tur- 
ned away therefrom, becaufe of the neceflity 
of his body : and in this ftate remamed, "«* 
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till he palled the fcvcnth feptcnary from his 

beginning , tine is fifty years 5 and then the 

fcliowlbip of Afal happened unto him : but 

the narration oil his meeting withhimisfuch, 

as God willing, (lull afterwards follow. 

They repoit,that there is an Ifle near unto 
Chit Ille wherein Hm Eh lokdhan was born, 
according to the one of theie two differing 
opinions of the manner of his birth , unto 
v/uich a certain Seft of thele good Se&s of 
men did betake it (elf, which had for their 
Author fome of the old Prophets of pious 
memory,w&. A Seft which declared all things 
by compoied Parables, which might reprefent 
the images of thefe things to the fancy, and 
might fallen their tmpreflions in the minds of 
rnsn,as ufeth to be in Difcourles fitted for the 
Vulgar, Nor ceafed that Seft to fpread it 
felf , and to prevail in that lfle , and to be 
made known j lb that the King thereof em- 
braced it , and forced others to adhere unto 
him. 

Now there were born in the fameldand two 
excellent men , and defcious of that which is 
good ( the name of the one was Afaly the 
fume of the other Salaman ) who meeting 
with that Stft, embraced it in the belt manner, 
and prepared themielves to obferv« all its 
precepts, and were continually exercifed in 
the works thereof, and for that end, they did 
enter into a fellowship. But at fometimes 

they 
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they enquired into that which was delivered 
into the words of the Law, of the delciipti- 
on of the high and glorious God> and of his 
Angels , and of the descriptions of the relur- 
reftion,and reward, and puniihroent to come. 
Now as to Afal) the one of the two,he it arch- 
ed more into the molt inwards of things, and 
fought out more the myftical fenfes , and he 
was (tudiotss to interpret them t but Sala* 
vun his neighbour did nioftly obferve the 
outward things,reftraining himfielf more from 
interpretations, and abftaining from a curious 
fearchand (peculation of things ; In the mean 
time, both of them was diligent in outward 
works , and calling themielves to an account, 
and refilling their affeftions. But there were 
in that Iaw,fome fayings which feemed to ex- 
hort men unto a fblitude and a Solitary life, 
and tofignifie, that felicity and happinefs is 
placed therein 5 but there were more faying*, 
which feemed to exhort men unto company, 
and to em brace the fociety of men; There- 
fore Afal additted his mind to feek after fo« 
jitude, and he preferred thofe fayings which 
tended thereunto, when by nature he was gi- 
ven to perpetual contemplation, andtofeek 
out the explications of things, and fearch af- 
ter their lignifications ; for, a great hope of 
attaining this thing offered it felf unto him, 
out of a folitary life; But Salman was ad* 
di&ed unto company,and moflly regarded thf 

H a fayings 



\ 




.■li^^toj*.' 




- 'JUJL 



Trr-.r7£s=-m 



5BS 



if i 



; . 



li 

il it 






I i- 



i 




( loo ) 

nyings tending thereunto $ becaufe of a fear 
which was in his nature of contemplationjand 
of a more lubtile enquiry,and keeping of com- 
pany fcemed unto him, to be that which dri- 
ved away evil thoughts,and removed opinions 
which did bear themfelveg in into his mind, 
and which did lead away from the inftigations 
of devils. Therefore, their difagreement, as 
to this opinion , was the caufe that they de- 
parted one from another. 

And now Afal had heard of that Ifland, 
wherein it is reported that Hai Ebn 1o\dban 
had his Original, and he knew the fiuitlulnels 
and advantages of it, and the temper of the 
air, and that his departing into it, would ac- 
complifh what he defired ; Therefore, he de- 
termined to go thither, and there to with- 
draw himself from the f ellowfliip of men, as 
to the remnant of his time. Therefore, ga- 
thering all his goods together which he had, 
with a part of them he hired a Ship, to carry 
him into that Iflind, the reft hediddiftribute 
unto the poor, and taking his farewell of Set- 
lanun, he committed himfelf unto the Sea : 
and the Mariners having tranfported him 
into the Ifland , when they had landed him 
on the fhore, they departed from him. And 
(o Afal remained in that Ifland , ferving the 
powerful and glorious God, magnifying him, 
and meditating upon his glorious Names, and 
high Attributes , nor was his mind hindered, 

nor 




nor thoughts troubled. And when he needed 
food,he took of the fruits of the Ifle, or of 
the tilings he catched in hunting , as much as 
lujiiced unto his hunger : and in this ftate he 
remained for fome time, and enjoyed great 
plealure,and much tranquility, from the con- 
feience he had with his Lord, and he faw dan 
ly, that from his benefits and molt precious 
gifts, and from what he brought ready to his 
hand what he (ought, and was neceflary forhis 
food , that the cdTainty of his faith was con- 
firmed,and it gave him comfort. In the mean 
time, Hai Eh lokdbun was taken up in fub* 
lime (peculations, nor did he come out of his 
cave, but once in the week, to take unto him 
fuch food, as was mod readily prefented * and 
therefore , Afal at the firft time did not fall 
upon him,but walking along the utmoft parts 
of the Ifland, and compafiing its bounds, he 
neither faw any man, nor perceived the foot- 
fteps of any , whence he had gladnefs, and his 
mind being delighted in refpeft of what he 
had propofed unto himfelf ,to w»t,that chiefly 
he might feek after folitude and retirement, 
untill it came to pafs at a certain time , that 
Hai Ebn Tokdban coming forth to feek his 
food, at which time Afal had betaken himfelf 
unto that place,the one did caft his eyes upon 
the other, and Afal doubted not, but that he 
was one of the religious men given to foli- 
tude, who had betaken himfelf unto that 
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Jfland,tobe retired from the company of men, 
<ven as he had come thither. And he feared, 
left it he (hould meet him, and make himfelf 
known, he {hould bean occafion to trouble his 
ftate,and (hould be an impediment let betwixc 
him and his hope : But Hai Ebnrokdhanknw 
not what the matter was, becaule lie law him 
to relmble none of thefe animals that he had 
formerly (een •, and he being cloathtd with a 
black coat of hair and wool,which he thought 
had been (ome natural cover , he flood long 
aftomfoed ; but AJd turning himfelt from 
him, fled away, fearing left he (hould detain 
him, from what he was occupied about * but 
Hai Ebn Yokdhan followed him, from an innate 
defire to learch out the truth of the matter, 
and when he (aw, that he fled from him with 
all his might , he with- drew and hid himfelf, 
fo that Afal thought he had departed from 
him , and gone further off from that part : 
therefore Afal began to take himfelf unto 
prayers, and reading, and to invocation , and 
weeping , and fupplication , and complaints, 
untill thefe things had turned him away 
from every other matter. 

In the meantime Hai Ebn Tokdan drew near 
unto him by little and little, while Afal did 
not obferve, until he was fo near unto him, 
that he heard his reading, and praifea , and 
fa w his humble geflure and weeping , whence 
he heard a pleafant voice, and letters digefted 

into 
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into order , the like whereof he had nevec 
perceived by any (bit of the Animals; alfo be- 
holding his form and lineaments , he (aw him 
to be of the lime form with himfelf , and it 
appeared unto him, that the Coat wherewith 
he was clothed, was not a natural skin, but: 
an habit taken from, (ome other thing, like un- 
to his own clothing, and when he (aw the co in- 
line (y of his humble gefture , and of his fup- 
plication, and weeping, he doubted not but 
he was one of the ejfences , which had the 
knowledge of that true Beeing^ and therefore 
he was carried with deiire towards him , de- 
filing to (ee what the matter was with him 
and what was the caufe of that weeping and 
fupplication. Therefore he came nearer unto 
him, until Afal obferving it, hedidhaftento 
run. But Hai Ebn Tokdan with a great ftrength 
did follow after him , until he reached him," 
in refpeft of the ftrength and power which 
God had given him, both of knowledge, and 
body, and he took hold of him, and kept him, 
that he could not flee away. Therefore when 
Afal beheld him covered with the hairy skins 
of Animali, and his hair fo long that it co- 
vered a great part of his body , and f* w that 
he was fo fwift in hie courfe, and fp excelling 
in ftrength, he was greatly afraid of hint, and 
he began gently to entreat him , and to ask 
him in words which Hai Ebn tohrfan under-' 
ftood not, nor knew what it v/as, but that he 
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obferved in him the tokens of fear ; he did 
therefore appeafe him with the voices which 
he had learned fromfome of the Animals^nd 
gently ftroaking with his hand, his head, and 
the fides of his neck , he (hewed kindly unto 
him, and gave a fignification of his joy and 
gladnefs , until the fear of Afalvas fettled, 
and that he knew he willed him no evil. Now 
Afal of old had learned moft of Languages, 
and was skilful of them, through his defire 
after the knowledge of the interpretation o£ 
things; he began therefore to fpeak unto Hti 
Ebn Tokdan, and to a&k him of his condition, 
in every Tongue that he did know, and he en- 
deavoured to make htm underftand ; but this 
he could not do. Alfo Hai Ebn ICokdan , in 

all thefe things wondered at what he heard, 
nor knew he what it was, but that he obferv- 
ed the fairnefs of his countenance , and his 
good- will. So every one of them admired 
the condition of the other. But Afal had by 
him fome reli&s of food whicti he had 
brought with him from the inhabited Iflatid, 
which he offered unto Hu Ebn Tokdany but he 
knew not what it was, for he had never fieen 
anything of that fort before ; therefore Afd 
eating (omewhat of it himfelf, did fignifie un- 
to him that he might eat ; But Hai Ebn 1o\" 
dan did mind thofc Laws wherewith he had 
bound himfelf in the receiving of meat , and 

when he knew not the nature of that thing 
• ' which 
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which was fet before him,what it was, and whe- 
ther it was lawful for him to take of it, or not, 
he reftrained himfelf from eating; but Afd 
ceafed not to defire him, and kindly to invit« 
him 5 when therefore Hai EbnlCokdan was held 
with the defire of him , he leaied left it he 
fhould continue to 1 elufe , he mould alienate 
him from him. Therefore taking that food* 
he did eat of it,but when he had tafted it,and 
liked it, it appeared unto him , that he had 
done evil, in violating the Covenant about 
the conditions which he had propofed to him- 
felf in taking meat •, and it repented him of 
his deed, and he willed to withdraw himfelf 
from Afal, and to betake himfelf unto his 
ftate, leeking to return unto his fublirtie fjje* 
culation : but that virion did not presently 
return unto him ; therefore he thought it 
belt to remain with Afal'm thelenlible world, 
until he was more certified of his condition; 
that no further inclination fhould remain in 
his mind towards him; that fo afterwards he 
might return to his place, being diftrafted 
with no other thing. So he jovaed himfelf 
to the fellowfhip of Afal', and when Afaiii* 
that he could not f'peak, he was certain that 
no hurt fhould befal his Religion from him, 
and he hoped it fhould come to pafs that he 
fhould reach him Language, and Knowledge, 
and Religion, whence he fhould have a great 
reward and a neamefs unto God. bo A/at. 
* begui 
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began to teach him co ipeak, full by pointing 
unco him at particular things , and then by 
pronouncing their names 5 and repeating them 
unto him) he willed htm to pronounce them 
■gain , which he prefently did, until he had 
taught him all names, and (0 by little and 
little gradually carried him on, that in allioit 
fpace he could fpeak. Then Afal began to 
•sk him of his condition, and whence he had 
come into that Ifland 5 but Hai Eh Tokdan 
Cold him that he knew not what beginning he 
had, nor father, nor mother , but the Goat 
[ or Roe ] which brought him up, and he de- 
Icribed unto him his whole flate , and what 
progrefs he had made in knowledge, until he 
had come unto that degree of conjunction with 
God. Therefore when Afal had heard of him, 
of thofe truths, and thole effences, which are 
(eparate from the fenfibk world, and have 
knowledge of the effence of that one, true, 
powerful^ and glorious Beeing , and had de- 
scribed unto him the effence of that (ufretne, 
powerful, true, and glorious Seeing, in his. glo- 
rious attributes, and had unfolded unto him 
how much he could , of that which he faw > 
when he had reached unto that conjunction of 
the joys of them who are joyned unto God, 
and the griefs of them who arc (eparate from 
him, he doubted not but that all the things 
which in their Law were delivered of the 
Commandment of the powerful and glorious 
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God, and his Angels, and Books, , indtai 
Mongers, and cbe lift Day, and of ^ bit fe- 
radiie, and the Fire , are the fimilitudes of 
thele things which Mai Ebn Vokdanhw » m* 
the eyes oi his heart were opened , and tm 
mind was enlightened, and that which he per- 
ceived by realon , and received by tradition, 
did well agree with him, and the manner* o* 
interpretation, were ealie with him, nor was 
there any thing hard unto him in t hele pre- 
cepts, which was not now manifelt, nor any 
thing Quit, which was not open, nor any thing 
which was not dilcovered unto him , « ,M 
became mighty in undemanding ; and then 

he lo admired Hat Un ^f^» ^reverence 
great account of him, and he did ™«»« 
him, and it was certain unto him ^" 
one of the Saints of God, to whom u rw fafj 
and whofhall not have gwf Therefore* 
ma de himftlf ready to lerve him, WflM'Jg 
him, and to follow his admonitions, in , the 
works which did occurr unto him, in thole le- 
gal things which formerly he had learned in bis 
Religion. But Hai EfoX*** bjjf.11 to ask 
him of his matters, and of ^n^uon^ 
he would unfold them unto him, an */*/* 
g,„ to defcribe unto him the flat oMu 
Shod, and what kind of men Mlhm J 
was their convention before that "Ugious 
Seft came thither a and how it was now .to 
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him all things which were delivered in the 
Law, of thedeicription of the divine World, 
and of Paradife, and the fire of Hell, and the 
being raifed up, and the Refurreftion, and the 
gathering unto Judgement, and the account 
which was then to be given , and the Scales 
wherein the attions of men fliould be weigh- 
ed, and the way through which they were to 
pais. And Hai Eh ToJ{dan underftood all 
thefe things, nor did he perceive that any of 
them was undatable unto what fie faw in his 
fublime place , and he knew that he who had 
described thole things, and delivered them 
unto men, was true in describing of them, and 
in his fayings, was a true Meffenger fent of 
God, and he believed him, and acknowledged 
the truth thereof, and gave a teftimony unto 
his million. Then he began to ask him of the 
precepts which he had brought , and of the 
Rites of the Worftiip which he had ordained, 
therefore he defcribed unto him Prayer, and 
Alms-giving, and Fafting, and Travelling, and 
fuch kind of outward works •, and he received 
thefe thing?, and embraced them , and took 
upon him the performance of them, in obedi- 
ence to that command, being perfwaded of 
the truth of him who delivered the fame 5 but 
there were two things remained fixed in his 
mind, which he admired, nor did he perceive 
any manner of wifdom in them,wherefore that 
Meffenger in his describing moll things be- 
longing 




longing unto the divine World , did ufe P*» 
rabies unto men, and abitained front a clear 
untolding of them,fo that men,in a great part* 
fell into thatj that they affirmed it to be cor- 
poreity, and believed that to beibmething of 
the ejjence of that true Bering, from which it 
is far dillant, and is free, and in the lame man- 
ner, in the things belonging unto the way of 
reward and pumlhment. The other was, that 
he did not proceed beyond tho(e Precepts and 
Rites of Woi(hip,and that he permitted that 
men mould endeavour to feek after riches,and 
that as to their feeding , they might enjoy 
their liberty , (o that they vainly gave them- 
felves unto vain things,and turned themfelves 
away from the truth, king it was 1 his ownopi- 
nion,that nothing ought to be taken from any* 
but to fuftain the reliques of the life .-but ad 
to richesjthey were ot no value with him ; al- 
fo he (aw what was decieed in the Law , con- 
cerning the things belonging unto riches , as 
to Alms- giving, and diftributing of thenynd 
Trading, and Ultiry, and Fines, and Punifli- 
ments,and all thele things feemed ftrange unto 
him, and he judged them fuperfluous, and he 
faid, If men judged the matter according un- 
to truth, finely they would turn away chem- 
felves from thefe empty things>,and follow the 
f rwr Jb,and fo all this would be fuperfluous, nor 
would any have that propriety in riches, that 
thefe dues fliould be exiaed from him,or that 
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his hands fhould be cut off, foe thefe things 
fecretly taken by Health, or that lives mould 
be deftroyed for taking them away openly. 
But that which put this opinion in his mind, 
was , that he thought all men were of in in* 
genuous inclinition,and a Chirp undemanding, 
and of mind* conftant unto themtclves j nor 
knew he what dulneis of mind chey had, whit 
fcarcity of fpirit, what evil counfel, and what 
inconftancy of mind,and that they were altoge- 
ther like beafts,yea furder erring from the way. 
Tnerefore , when he had an exceeding great 
compaflion upon men, anddeiired that larva- 
tion might come unto them by his help , * 
purpofe of going unto them entered into his 
mind , that he might unfold and declare the" 
truth unto them. Therefore he made this 
known unto his neighbour Afal, and asked of 
him, if he could think upon any way whereby 
he could come unto them ; but Afal declared 
unto him, the defect of their ingenuity , and 
howaverfe they were from the commandment 
of God ; but he could not undei ftand this, 
and his mind was intent upon that which he 
hoped : Afal alio greatly deiired , that God 
by hi* means, would direft fome of his neigh- 
bours, who were eafieto be guided, and were 
not fo far from fincerity, and he promoved his 
endeavour. It feemed good therefore unto 
them, to betake themfelves unto the Sea- 
(hore , and not to depart therefrom day nor 
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night , if perhaps God ihould give them id 
occafion to pais over the Sea ; and being in* 
tent upon this thing , they did fupplicac with 
prayers the mod high God, that he would di- 
rect them in their buiinefs. And it came to 
pais , by the commandment of the powerful 
and glorious God, that the motion of the 
wind and Hoods did carry a (hip , which had 
gone out of her way at Sea,towards the more 
of that Iflmd \ the which coming near unto 
the Land , they who were in the Ship feeing 
two men upon the lhore,they came unto them. 
Then Afal belpeaking them,defired that they 
would cany them with them ; and when they 
confented, and had received them into the 
Ship,God gave unto them an caiie wind.which 
carried the Ship in a fhort (pace unto the de- 
fired Iflandi where having gone forth upon the 
fhore, they entered the Town, and there the 
friends of Afal did meet him , to whom he 
made known the condition of Hai Ebn ICol^ 
dhan : therefore they gathered about him 
earneftly, thinking great matters of him, and 
coming together unto him,they efteemed him 
much, and honoured him, and Afal told him, 
that that Seflof men did exceed all others in 
knowledge and fagacity , fo that if he could 
not inflruc> them, much leffe could he inftruft 
the vulgar fort of men. Now the Prince and 
chief man of that lfland was Salamar? 9 }he 

friend of Afal, who thought it beft to joyn 
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hitnfclf to the fellowfhip of men,and thought 
it unlawful to give up himfelf unco folitude. 
So Hai EknXoJ{dhJn begun to inftruft them, 
and to declare unco them the my It erics of 
wildom 5 but when he had proceeded a little 
beyond chat which was plain , and began to 
explicac that , the contrary whereof had taken 
place in their minds fhey began to withdraw 
chemfelves from him, and their minds abhor- 
red from that which he (poke , and they were 
angry with him in their hearts, although be- 
fore him, they carried a (how of kindnefs, and 
honoured him Co far , as he was a ftranger 
among them, and out of their observance due 
unco their friend Afal. Buc Hti Ebn Toltfban 
ceafed not night and day to deal gently with 
them , and Co manifeft the cruch unco them, 
both privatly and publickly 5 buc that had 
no other effeft , but to encreafe their enmity 
•gainft him,and their flying from him, although 
they were lovers of that which is good , and 
defirous of the truth,but that from the deleft 
of cheir nacure, they fought not the cruch in 
the due manner,nor did chey apprehend ic as 
it ought indeed co be \ nor did chey fearch 
through what way che entry was open there- 
unto, but they foughf che knowledge of it, 
after the manner of the vulgar fort of men, 
fo that he defpaired of reforming them , and 
loft all hope of bringing them unto a better 
condition , which wis leflTe acceptable unco 
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thenn And afterwards, obfcrvJng alverfe order! 
of men , he few that every company rejoyced in 
that which was prefent with them, while they 
made > heir lufts their God , and had the fame for 
the object of their FFbrfhip , and deftroyed them- 
felves by gathering together the trifles of the world, 
thcdcGreof gaining holding them deceived , untill 
they went to the grave : but that no counfel pre- 
vailed with them, nor did good words move them* 
nor had reproof any effeft upon them , but that 
they proceeded more obftinatcly. But as to wif- 
dom> that they had no way open thereunto, nor 
did any part thereof belong unto them; foobft* 
tie ft bad overwhelmed tbem^nd what 
they fought after , bad occupied their AU t cap t 3. aU 
hearts as rujt ; God hath fealed tatjifW caj> t 2, 
their hearts and cars, and a mift is 
before their eyes , and a great punilnment abideth 
them. Therefore, when he faw them encompaf- 
fed within the Fatts (or Cauldrons) t 

of punifiiment , and covered with or» Curlams, 
the darknefs of a vail, and that all of 
them.except a few, keeped their Rcligion,no other- 
wire but with a refpeft unto the world > and did 
ca(t behind their backs their own works, although 
they were light and cafie, and that they efteemed 
(lightly of them, and that mcrchandifing and trad- 
ing had occupied them , and detained them from 
the remembrance of the mod high God , and that 
they never were afraid, their hearts and eyesbe^ 
ing taken up about thefe things; it was mamtclt 
Unto him, and certain, that it was impolhble to 
fpeak unto them , in the manner of an open de- 
claration, nor that it was expedient that work* 
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{hould be en joy tted unto them beyond this met- 
fure, and that part of the profit which came from 
the UK, unto the vulgar fortof mon, was pla- 
ced herein , that it relpefteth their life in this 
yyorld, to wit, that the manner of their life there- 
in be in good order , and that no man be in- 
jurious to another , in the things which he may 
call his own, buc that they do not attain unto 
the felicity of another world* but fome very few 
of them , to wit , thefe who prepare themfelves 
for that world 1 and give right diligence there- 
unto , fuch as he who bclicveth the truth , but 
to him who erreth , and doth prefer the life of 
this world , Hell (hall be his place. And what 
greater labour is there , or what more grievous 
miferies then his, whofe works if thou doft 
cbnfider> from the time he rifeth from his deep, 
until 1 again he return unto deep , there is none 
among them that (hall be found , by which he 
doth not ftudy to get the end of fome of thefe 
lenfiblc things, which are of no worth, to wit, 
either riches to heap up, or plcafure to take, or 
wrath , whereby to fatisfie his mind » or power 
whereby to defend himfclf , or in the Law of 
fom: work commanded , whereby he may (how 
hitnfelf or may have a care of his neck : and 

all tbefe things are darfyiefs, other t 
Jlc.t./UnurO* upon others in the deep fed ; nor is 
c, A4iriam. there any of you \»ho doth not go 

in tbitber , for fo the decree of the 
lord jiandetb firm. And fo considering the ftate 
of men , and feeing the moft of them to be in 
the degree of unreasonable animals , he knew that 
all wifdom, and direction, and amendment, were 
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placed in that which themciTengersof God had 
fpoken, and the Law had delivered unto them, 
and that there was no other poflible , nor could 
any thing be added , and that there were men 
appointed unto every work , and every one was 
moftly capable of that thing unto which he was 
ordained by nature > and that the Law of God 
was the fame unto them who had gone away 
before , neither was there any change in the Law 
of God. 

And fo having returned unto SaUmu and his 
Companions , he astad leave for the things which 
he had fpoken among them, and defired them to 
have him excufed, and he told, that he thought the 
fame things with them, and did walk in the fame 
way with them : and he exhorted them that they 
would adhere unto their inftitution concerning the 
ends of the Law , and the obferving the outward 
works, and that they (hould not meddle with things 
not belonging unto thcm.and that they (hould have 
faith in doubtful things, and give a ready affenc 
unto them, and (hould be averfefrotri new opini- 
on!, and bad affe&ions, and that they (hould imi- 
tate their pious Forbears, and leave novelties 5 and 
he commanded that they would (hun that which is 
feen among the vulgar fort of men> in the negleft of 
the Laws* and the love of the world » and that he 
required them moft of all to beware of. For both 
he and his friend Afal did know, that there was no 
falvation unto this obfcquiou9 and defective fort of 
men, but after this manner, and if from that they 
(hould be carried away unto a curious fearch of 
fublime things, that things would be worfe with 
them, and that it was not poffible that they could 
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attain unto the deftree of thofe who were hippy* 
but that they (bould hang in fufpeofe > and be tof- 
fcd upwards, and downwards f and their end 
(bould be evil ; but if they remained in the Rate 
wherein they are $ until death (hould take hold of 
them , that thev (hould obtain lalvation > and 
Ihould be among them who are placed upon the 
right hand>buc at to them who had gone beiorc>that 
they had gone before* and that thofe came near un- 
to them. So bidding them farcwel, they departed 
from them and took occafion to return unto their 
own Iflandi until at length the powerful and glori- 
ous God gave them a commodious paffagc. But 
Bat Ebn YoJ^dan fought after his lublime ftate of 
fpeculation, in the fame manner as formerly > until 
he recovered it ; and Afd did imitate him, until he 
reached near unto it, or was not fat (torn it* So 
they worfhipped God in that I (land, until death 
iiescd- on them* And this is that ( God help thee 
and us with his fpirit ) which we have received of 
theHiftoryof BaiEbnlCo%ilan> and Af&l> andS*- 1 
Uman^ ma King choice of (uch words as is found in 
no other Book,nor ufe to be heard in vulgar fpeech, 
and is a pare of that hidden knowledge , which no 
man received) but who hath the knowledge of 
God, nor is any man ignorant of id but who hath 
not the right knowledge of God. But we have 
gone away differing from our pious forbears* as to 
the keeping fecret thefe matters, and the Sparing* 
nefs of declaring them. But that which readily 
perfwaded us to divulge this fecret, and to break 
through this vail, was, thefe evil opinions which 
are i ifen up in this our time, which the vain Phi- 
losophers of this world have commented > and fent 
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forth unto the vulvar , fo that they arc difpedjj 
into various Regions , and an, evil jw«d« 
thence was common , that we might be careful ot 
the weak ( who have caft off what they received 
by tradition from the Prophets of pious memory, 
and have chofen what was delivered by foohlh 
men ) left they Ihould think that the le opinions arc 
a fecret to be kept up from them who are not ca- 
pable thereof, and this (hould increafe their defirc 
ifcer them, and for that cau e fliouU the more 
greedily aflfca them. Therefore it freroed good 
Snto us to give lome light difcovery unte-thero, of 
this fecret of fecrets , whereby we may lead them 
unto the parts ot muh, and divert them from that 
path ; yet neither havr we lctt thofe fecrets com- 
muted unto thefe few Leaves without a thin vail, 
which (hall be eafily unvailed unto them who arc 
fit but (hall be thick unto him who is unworthy 
"o go further on, fothac he cannot P»^hrough. 
And I defire of my brethren, asmany as (ball read 
this Trcatife , that they have roe excufed in thefe 
thinfts which I have fo eahly declared , and fo 
el$ defcribed ; for I had not done this , but that 
I was carried unto thofe bights whereunto the 
fight cannot teach, and 1 endeavoured to make m, 
(peech eafie to be undeiftood fitly placing the fame, 
that 1 miRht ftir up in men a defirc ot entering into 
h" ph t way. But I ask of the Lord pardon and 
rem£rand that he would bring us to the certain 
ISXieofhimfclf, for he is bounteous and h- 
E Peace be unto thee my Brother, whofe pro- 
motnldecreed, and the mercy of God, and hi, 
ble^ g come p uponth^ 6odatei 




